Amateur
Radio 101

By Bob Frost, Jeff Hahn and
Don Parrish

ometime in the past, you've probably

known an amateur radio operator,

otherwise known as a ham. Maybe it
was your granddad, dad, uncle, a childhood
friend or a neighbor down the street. If you
ever ventured into their “ham shack,” it
probably looked like one of the strange labs
from the 50s-60s TV series Buck Rogers,
Mr. Wizard or The Outer Limits — lots of
wires, blinking lights, static, radio sounds
and tech stuff.
Ham radio is still very much alive and
well today. At last count, there were over
770,000 licensed ham radio operators in
the U.S. with well over 30,000 new hams
joining the ranks each year, some as young
as age six and others well into their 90s.
In Sun City Texas there are about 100
licensed hams, roughly 60 percent of whom
are members of the Sun City Amateur
Radio Society (SCARS).
GET A LICENSE

In 1912 the U.S. Government required
an individual to be tested and licensed to
legally transmit on amateur frequencies —
simply talking on a CB radio doesn’t make
you a ham. Obtaining a ham radio license
isn't difficult. There are three classes of
licenses, each of which requires more skill
and knowledge than the last. Proficiency
in Morse Code is no longer required to
obtain a ham license.

TURN ON AND TUNE IN

Once licensed, amateur radio operators
have access to specifically allocated radio
frequencies. Within those frequencies,
hams can communicate over-the-air,
locally, regionally, to each other or
worldwide to distant stations. Today’s
hams have options beyond traditional
voice communication and may choose to
experiment with other modes, including
computer-aided digital communication.
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SCARS radio room (the “shack”) at the Texas Drive Activity Center.

SCARS member Jeff Hahn stands by for
emergency communication in the George-
town Police and Fire Training Center.

For emergency communications, there are
national systems that include amateur
radio and are managed by the states and
implemented by local government. One
of the best examples of amateur radio
emergency communications occurred in
Williamson County on May 27, 1997, when
a deadly F5 tornado struck Jarrell, Texas.
Amateur radio filled the communication
gap until traditional infrastructure was
restored.

Williamson County took that experience
to heart. Today, the county has invested
over $150,000 in amateur radio
communications facilities and equipment
(including a mobile communications
trailer) ready to be used in case of an
emergency. Fully equipped radio facilities

can be found in the police and fire training
center on D.B. Wood Rd., Fire Station #3
on Texas Drive and at all Williamson
county hospitals, all staffed by trained
amateur radio operators.

One of the ways hams train is by providing
communications support for public service
events. One of the largest local events is
the annual Red Poppy Ride where SCARS
members make up more than half the
radio operators providing communications
for race organizers and managers.
INTERESTED AND WANT TO LEARN
MORE ABOUT HAM RADIO?

Sun City’s Amateur Radio Society gives
radio enthusiasts and ham operators a
place to meet monthly and stay in touch.
Membership provides access to a fully
equipped radio room where licensed hams
can “get on the air” and talk locally or
around the world. A club-sponsored
440 MHz UHF-band repeater allows
members to communicate in and around
Georgetown using simple and inexpensive
hand-held pocket-sized radios.

To learn more about amateur radio and
meet Sun City’s active hams, simply drop
in on one of the first Wednesdays of the
month meetings at 7 p.m. in the Texas
Drive Activities Center to see what it’s all
about. We hope to see you there!
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\ A P 10% Discount on Service Invoice With
AR ROy Purchase of Maintenance Contract at Time of

4.?,--‘ ‘\'?o Work. We service all makes and models

IR CONDITIONING
’ OMFO"" A
’ ‘ & “EAT'"G Thank'vouSunCityforhelpingusconﬁnueto

grow
(Check out vendor book referrals) Lic.# TACLB32391E 4 employees reside in Sun City

If you are thinking about buying an AC & Heater, now is the time (512) 869-5017
to do it. You can save up to 10% during the off season. georgetownAC.com

Using an electronic gas detector, we will check all your gas connections, including gas
appliances and water heater. In addition, we will drain your water heater, which will extend
the life. Let us take care of your year-round heating and air conditioning needs. Our 15-point
heating inspection will identify any immediate problems and give you piece of mind during
those cold winter days. You also may consider using a 5-inch filter and a UV light to obtain an
environmentally controlled home. In the spring, we are the ONLY company to use a chemical
to clean the outdoor coil, which will save you annually $100 for a 3-ton system. A two year
parts and labor warranty is included with all work performed.

Goodman
KP5Uap )
SCARS FOX HUNT S B g “‘4. SUN CITY, 1, &
CHAMPION P Sen W T R

Ham Radio operator Curtis
Guyote, using radio direc-
tional finding equipment,
was the first to find a hid-
den transmitter (the “Fox™)
hidden by the winner of last
month’s hunt.

This monthly Saturday
morning radio hunt is spon-
sored by the Sun City Ama-
teur Radio Society to hone
members’ radio operation
and signal-tracking skills.
Each month’s winners hide
the “Fox” somewhere in Sun
City for next months’ hunt. 8
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Your Sun City Real Estate Specialist

Proudly serving the real estate needs of clients for 16 years

Bob Burgess

“Saving you money
on your new home or
resale purchase is

my specialty”

LLC

sj real estate extraordinaire

Ofhce: 512.869.0223 « Cell: 512.567.8478

Email: bob@thestacygroup.com ® www.thestacygroup.com

1520 Sun City Blvd, Ste 155 ¢ Georgetown, TX 78633

[ Genuine Customer Core )

Re(;C~—2D50

Why... First Texas Bank?

Because at First Texas Bank, you are provided with old
fashioned service coupled with today’s technology.

What does that mean for you?
A team committed to excellence...it is all about the experience!

First Texas Bank
offers eight lacations
for your convenience!

HFIRST
TEXAS BANK

HoMETOWN COMMUNITY SPIRIT
2 HOMITOWN COMMUNITY PRIDE QW

FirstTexasBank.net

Precisely Developed

Wealth Management

Larry Turner has over
25 years of experience in
Trust and Financial Services,
and has a reputation for
managing the financial
needs of exceptional clients
just like you.

TRUST STRATEGIES

LARRY TURNER
Trust and Wealth Advisor

ESTATE PLANNING
1504 Williams Dr.
Georgetown, TX 78628
512.868.4145
Call for an Appointment
extracobanks.com

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

Extraco

Financial Services.

Extraco Banks is a Member FDIC _ Securities offered through Extraco Banks are NOT Deposits,
NOT Insured by the FDIC or any Federal Government Agency, NOT GUARANTEED by
EXTRACO BANKS or its Affiliates, and MAY GO DOWN in value
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SCARS FEBRUARY FOX HUNT CHAMPS

Ham radio operators Bob Frost and Pace McDonald, using
radio directional finding equipment, were the first hunt team
to find a transmitter (the “Fox”) hidden by the winners of
last month’s hunt.

ONLINE: SCTEXAS.ORG
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SUN CITY AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY’S APRIL FOX HUNT PEEKA-BOO!
Ham Radio operators Curtis and Dee Guyote, using radio directional Jacki Westphal snapped this photo of an alpaca during
finding equipment, were the first hunt team to find a hidden transmitter the CA-sponsored outing to the Peeka Alpaca Ranch
(the “Fox”) hidden by the winners of last month’s hunt. and Antique Rose Emporium in March. The all-day
This monthly Saturday morning radio hunt is sponsored by the Sun  €Xxcursion took residents through the cities of Burton,
City Amateur Radio Society to hone members’ radio operation and Brenham, Independence and Carmine.
signal tracking skills.

;

SMILE AND SAY KVUE! PHOTO BY CONNIE STUTTERS

Christy Millweard, a KVUE news reporter, recently visited a Georgettes dance class to photograph and interview participants
for a program to be aired on her network’s television station. Left to right: Barbara Dorrah, Connie Stutters, Sandy Jordan-
Kandel, Christy Millweard, Cathy Francis, Vun Ziegler, Debbie Keele.
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POPPY RIDE ASSISTANTS
Don Parrish, left, and Bob Frost, right, were among a number of ham
radio operators from Sun City Amateur Radio Society (SCARS) who
provided route and rest stop communications for this year's Red
i { Y ol - . Poppy Bike Ride. Don and Bob provided mobile support, gear, and
d SRR communications backup for bicycle riders along the 100-mile route in
YELLOW CROWNED NIGHT HERON BY BARBARA LUNA  north Williamson County.

SUN CITY RECYCLES TOURS TEXAS DISPOSAL SYSTEMS

Eight members of Sun City Recycles committee toured the Texas Disposal Systems (TDS) operation in Creedmoor, TX. The
tour was arranged by Jordan Fengel, Environmental Coordinator. He has been working with the recycle committee from its
inception. TDS is the solid waste and recycle facility for Sun City and Georgetown.

The committee was very impressed with the automation and the technical sophistication of the facility.
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Continued from previous page

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
* Driver/Transportation Service to/from
doctor’s appointment, airport, errands, ete.
City Permitted. Safe, reliable, caters to seniors.
Full-service Assistance. References in
Sun City. Better rates than taxis. Stacey, 512-
826-2868.
* PIANO TEACHER in Sun City has openings
for adult students. It's never too late! Learning
piano has many rewards!! Classes for beginners
to advanced. Contact Nancy 512-588-9600.
» MAY'S MEDIA VIDEO SERVICES:
Videotape, 35mm, slide and home movie
transfers. Video production and editing ser-
vices. Video and audio tape repair. Resident
referrals. 512-677-6040. chris@may-
smedia.net.

REPAIR - SPECIALIZED
+ HOURGLASS CLOCK REPAIR Tony

Manning, Owner Service Representative for
Howard Miller. Antigque & modern clocks. House
calls for Grandfathers. 30 years’ experience. Free
estimates 512-819-0803.

* Lamp Repair: Experienced & Reasonable.
Will pick up & deliver. Don Durham, 200 Quartz
Court, Jarrell, Texas, 76537 512-T46-6200
Cell 512-922-9787.

WEATHER RADIO
ASSISTANCE

Seated left to right:
Sun City Ham Radio
operators Don Parrish,
Steve Lawrence, Hal
Miles, John Scott,
Pace McDonald and
Curtis Guyote assist
Sun City residents with
programming their
weather radios. This
is an annual service
offered to Sun City
residents by the Sun
City Amateur Radio
Society (SCARS).

PHOTO BY BOB FROST
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* BLOOMIN BLINDS - We repair & sell
all types of blinds, shades & shutters. Family
owned & operated. Don’t replace it, repair it!
512-832-1111.

* GRANGER PIANO SERVICE -
COMPLETE PIANO SERVICE, TUNING
& REGULATION since 1979 Free Estimates
Used piancs for sale Call Chuck 512-863-2519.

RVs & SELF STORAGE

* Sun City residents own BLUE AGAVE
RV & SELF STORAGE facility near the
back entrance to Sun City, Hwy 195 & Bonnet
Lane. Most Reasonable. 512-868-3900 or
512-819-9896.

*» ADMIRAL STORAGE - 6608 Jim Hogg
Dr, near Sun City. Covered RV parking,
Boat & Self Storage. Guaranteed Lowest
Rates in Georgetown. Sun City Discount!
512-508-0492.

* RV STORAGE: ONLY $100 per month!
12’x12’x40’ Enclosed storage with roll-up
door. 120v outlet. Just 7 miles north of Sun
City. Best deal around. 512-574-2264.

TREE SERVICE

* AABEAR TREE CARE: NOW OFFERING
Plant Health Care!! Deep root fertilization,
deep root watering plan, thinning
roots and tree injections. Off roof, raise

canopy, storm damage, dead limbs, stump/
roots grinding. (Firewise conscious.) Gutters/
Roof Gables Cleaned. Check the Referral
Book! aabeartree@gmail.com. 512-864-
9898, “An Arborist who takes his work
artfully.” Hot Water Pressure Washing.

* MILLERS TREE SERVICE, Georgetown -
Almost never underbid. Trimming, removal,
roof clearing. Insured. Free estimates,
512-869-1012. Sun City References
since 1996. Spray and sterilize tools.

* Blue Thunder Tree Service: Tree
trimming, removal and planting. Local
veteran owned & operated. I’'m strict
about guality and customer service.
Fully insured. Backed by BBB and an
active member of the IL.S.A 512-630-3391.

» Jody’s Tree Service: T use sterilized
blades from tree to tree, proper pruning
methods, and Oak wilt prevention. 25 years’
experience. www.jodystreeservice.com.
512-508-9664, or jodyijodystreeservice.com.

>N
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SCARS JUNE FOX HUNT

Ham Radio operators Curtis Guyote and Steve Lawrence, using radio
directional finding equipment, were the first hunt team to find a hid-
den transmitter (the “Fox") hidden by the winners of May’s hunt. This
monthly Saturday morning radio hunt is sponsored by the Sun City
Amateur Radio Society (SCARS).

In recognition of amateur radio operators, Texas Governor Greg
Abbott proclaimed June 19-25 to be Amateur Radio Qperator Week.

WATER LILIES
ENJOY LUNCH

Water walking is excellent
exercise - just ask the “Wa-
ter Lilies,” a group of Sun
City residents who get to-
gether several times a week
at the Texas Drive pool to do
just that. Recently, the ladies
enjoyed a seafood lunch
at Salt Trader restaurant.
Shown: Pat Sosinski, Terry
Tjandrasa, Donna Nolen,
Kathy Digits, Lyn McCarthy
and Elaine Warner.

PHOENIX RISING

Sun City resident Jon Drake created the stained glass
work “Phoenix Rising” depicting the long-lived mythi-
cal bird in bright hues of red, yellow and blue. In an-
cient mythology, the phoenix lived for hundreds of
years before dying by bursting into flames and rising
from its ashes to start a new life. Jon has been crafting
original stained glass pieces for over 50 years and is
a member of the Stained Glass Club. This piece took
Jon about two months to complete.

E Submit photos to: emily.wallace@sctexas.org. Include a caption and names of subjects in photo if possible.
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BEATING THE HEAT

OUTFOXING THE FOX

Ham Radio operator Bob Frost
(center), using radio directional
finding equipment, was the first
to find a hidden transmitter (the
“Fox”) hidden by the winners of
last month's hunt. In close second
was the team of Don Parrish (left)
and John Scott (right).

This monthly Saturday morning
radio hunt is sponsored by the
Sun City Amateur Radio Society
to hone members’ radio opera-
tion and signal-tracking skills. Each
month's winners hide the “Fox"
somewhere in Sun City for next
ronths’ hunt.

Early mornings with lots of water and sun screen allows for continued outdoor cycling during the summer months. Join us!
www.suncitytxcyclists.com; Facebook: Sun City Cyclists - TX
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NEW SUN CITY LOCATION

Now in
The Sun City
Marketplace!

For all of your legal needs,
including Estate Planning,
Probate, Litigation,

Real Estate & Business Law.

08 10E RN 6K OF Eleanor F. Van Arsdall C.P.A.
satisfied Sun City residents Tax Preparation & Planning
;::?r T{:::i:: oty * Individuals = Businesses * Trusts

: * Estates = Non-profits
1530 Sun Gity Boulevard, Suite 119
Sun City (Georgetown)

/ ~= 512-869-2579
Ieﬂeﬂegal

IN SUN CITY

Real estate tax transactions specialist
23 years experience in tax preparation,
IRS representation, small business services,
personal bookkeeping and financial assistance
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E-filing and in-home appointments available

Sun City Resident
Please call (512)864-0099
eleanorvan@hotmail.com

vanarsdallcpa.com

PHOTO BY BOB FROST

OUTFOXING THE FOX

Ham Radio operators John Price, David Dial and Don Parrish, using radio directional finding equipment, were the first hunt
team to find a hidden transmitter (the “Fox") hidden by the winners of last month’s hunt.

This monthly Saturday morning radio hunt is sponsored by Sun City's Amateur Radio Society to hone members' radio
operation and signal-tracking skills. Each month's winners hide the “Fox" somewhere in Sun City for next month's hunt.
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Per our
community rules,
dogs must be kept
on a leash and

For residents of Sun City Texas under positive
control anytime

AN . | 3
————— - = they are outside

RSVP and enjoy $500 in FREE services: B of a fenced area.
FREE Hearing Screening :
» FREE Product Demo
FREE 2-Week Trial
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All dogs must be
controlled so as
not to interfere
with or pose a
threat to any
person or other

Jim Rock, HIS

animal, whether
Connect Hearing Connect
900 N. Austin Ave., Ste. 305 Hearing ‘
Georgetown, TX 78626 soression -
*(Certain types of hearing loss may require a hearing instrument model that is not appropriate for the ( , Sun CltyTean
2-Week Free Trial. Complimentary Hearing Evaluation required. See clinic for details. Lyric excluded. ( // Community Association

SCARS SEPTEMBER
FOX HUNT

Ham radio operators Don
Davidson and Bob Frost
are shown with some of
the items they used to find
a transmitter (the “Fox™)
hidden in Sun City Texas by
the winners of last month’s
hunt.

This monthly Saturday
morning radio hunt is spon-
sored by t he Sun City Texas
Amateur Radio Society to
hone members’ radio op-
eration and signal-tracking
skills. Each month’s winners
hide the “Fox” somewhere
in Sun City for next months’
hunt.
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REEL LADIES HAVE FUN IN SEA DRIFT

The Sun City Hunting and Fishing Club sponsored
a fishing trip to Sea Drift, Texas. Several of the Reel
Ladies anglers brought back a large catch. Pictured:
Sally Blackshear

ONLINE: SCTEXAS.ORG

OCTOBER FOX HUNT - LADY’S LUCK?

The team of Wayne and Iris Chauffe are the winners of the October
Fox Hunt sponsored by the Sun City Amateur Radio Society. According
to Wayne, it was pure logic, determination, multiple measurements/
confirmations and perhaps a “little” woman’s intuition that resulted in
Iris’s finding the fox ahead of all the men.

N64 FALL FEST POTLUCK

Happiness is being in Neighborhood 64 for their fun Fall Fest
potluck. Everyone enjoyed games, along with entertainment
and a silent auction fund raiser for Meals on Wheels. Neighbors
showed off their outstanding talent with a magic act, singing,
tap dancing, whistling, and guitar music for entertainment. There
was fall fun for everyone.

DECEMBER 2017(_/SUNRAYS | 121
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NEW HAM

Dennis Hurtado (left) passes the traveling trophy to R.C.
Stephenson (right), continuing the Sun City Amateur Radio
NEW ZOOMER Association’s (SCARS) tradition of spotlighting the chartered

. . . ; club's newest licensed ham. R.C. studied diligently and passed

Zoomers President Diane Wakefield presented a Legacy Hills the Federal Communications Commission operator’s test with
Grille gift certificate to Hank Blanks. Hank is the Zoomers’ flying colors, and was granted a Technician’s radio license on

2,900th member. Sept. 22. R.C.’s new call sign is KG5VCT.

SOUTH AFRICAN
ADVENTURE

Eight Sun City residents
enjoyed a trip to South
Africa, returning on Oct.
4. They visited Cape Town
and drove the Garden
Route along the coast
of the Indian Ocean, also
crossing Swaziland. The
group enjoyed game drives
on water and land including
the famed Kruger National
Park, where they saw even
more animals than they
expected.

Front row: Ursula Plnner,
Betty Brindle, Lynn de los
Santos, Sherry Thien
Back row: Martha
Trowbridge, Mary Perez,
Lorenzo Perez, Rae Gill
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mSubmit photos to: emily.wallace@sctexas.org. Include a caption and names of subjects in photo if possible.
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