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Plants should be planted and trimmed 6-12 inches away

from the house.

Firewise Landscaping Plants

     There is no such thing as a “fireproof”
landscape (unless it is completely covered in
concrete), but there are landscapes that are
“Firewise” and can help prevent the spread of fire
damage.

General concepts to keep in mind when
choosing and planting Firewise species are:
     A plant's moisture content is the one of the
most important factors governing its volatility.
However, oil  and resin content plus other factors
in some species render them flammable even
when the plant is well-watered.

 * Deciduous plants tend to be more fire resistant
because their leaves have higher moisture
content and their basic chemistry is less
flammable. When deciduous trees are
dormant, there is less fuel to carry fire through
their canopies.

 * In some cases, there is a strong correlation
between drought tolerance and fire resistance.
For example, a plant may shed its leaves or
needles during extreme drought. Other
drought-tolerant species may have smaller
leaves or thick, succulent leaves. These plants
offer less fuel or have a higher moisture
content, both of which help reduce fire hazard.

 * During extended periods of drought, risk of
wildfires is highest. Your plant choices, new or
replacement, can change the vulnerablilty for
fire damage.

 * While we do want to encourage the use of
shrubs and brush around the home, we don’t
want to encourage it right up against the
home, especially plants that are extremely
flammable.

 * Consider the following when choosing plants
and laying out landscaping:

! Plants that have a higher water content.
! Plants that don’t tend to take fire from the

ground upwards toward the windows or
roof, because these are the sensitive areas
in our homes.

! Avoid tall grasses like Pampas grass,
because they have a tendency to dry out
and become easily ignitable.

! Use the areas near your house for your
hard scapes like rocks, fountains and
walkways. These are a good barrier that the
fire has difficulty jumping.

For help with finding a landscape company,
check the Vendor Notebook at the Monitor Desk
in the Social Center, Cowan Creek, and Retreat
Amenity Centers.

Some common plant suggestions and their potential deer resistance are on the next page.  During
extended drought periods, deer will consume many plants they normally avoid.

Rosemary needs to be at least 3 feet from the foundation.
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