


Sun City Texas by Del Webb
Sun City Texas Community Association

Sun City Texas, a Pulte/Del Webb development, is located within the Georgetown, Texas
city limits, 5.5 miles from Interstate 35 on Williams Drive.  Sun City Texas is an urban
community with wild land vegetation (juniper, hardwood, and native grasses) in the parks, open
spaces and adjacent properties. When built out, Sun City Texas will have 7,500 homes on 4,100
acres. As of November 30, 2011, there are 6,069 homes with a Sun City population of 10,972
residents with an estimated population of over 13,000 at build out. Sun City is presently the
largest Home Owners Association as a Certified Firewise Community in Texas.

The CA (Community Association) is responsible for the management of all non-
residence property guided by a set of maintenance classifications levels including karst
protection areas with endangered species. Three golf courses are under the control of the CA. 
Firewise is working with the CA, Property and Grounds Governance Committee, and  Golf
Governance Committee to reduce the potential for wildfires in Sun City.

Two creeks, Berry and Cowan, have hardwood and cedar trees in the flood plain. The
presence of Ashe Juniper (cedar) trees, an invasive native, poses a fire hazard along with the
collection of flood debris following the 2010 flood which increases the wildfire hazard. 
Selective removal of the Ashe juniper and flood debris will reduce the wildfire and flooding
hazard.

Sun City has 740 Landscaped Maintained Homes managed by the CA. The lawns, beds,
and trees are maintained under a contract with the CA. Working with the CA Staff and the
Landscaped Maintained Homes Governance Committee, the application of Firewise principles
are continuing.

The Residential Plan will rely heavily on providing information to community residents
and to encourage the management of defensible spaces around their homes. This will include
presentations and participation at events such as CA Quarterly Update, special town halls, New
Homeowners Orientation, clubs, community events, and neighborhood meetings.

2011 Accomplishments
The Sun City Firewise Group took advavntage of the drought and large wildfires in the

Austin-Bastrop area to promote Firewise principles and practices in Sun City.  Combining the
wildfires in the area and Ashe juniper trees dying mid-summer near houses brought the potential
of wildfires in or near Sun City as a potential.  We had a flurry of volunteers and increased
activities for all our programs.

Sun City Texas obtained Firewise Certification for 2010.  The Sun City Texas Firewise
Group is a subcommittee of the Sun City Emergency Management Committee.  As a result of
Certification the Community Association’s Property Insurance premium was reduced by 15%. 
The residents of Sun City were requested to supply information in a survey and the results are in
Table 1 and Table 2.  The Sun City Community Association Staff provided support to Firewise
projects including managing the volunteer vine/cedar cutting program and for Firewise
maintenance related to mowing of Level 3 areas and flood debris removal.

The Firewise Group and its subcommittees provided 1,458 volunteer hours to manage the
program.  In addition, volunteers conducted 281 Home Ignition Zone Assessments providing 600
hours.  The Firewise volunteer time represents over 61 equivalent 40-hour weeks.



Two publications for residents, an article
for the monthly Sun Rays resident magazine,
and an article about Firewise in Community
Association Living, a publication of the
Community Association Institute-Austin
Chapter were produced by the group. 
Additional information items were produced for
the weekly CA Communnucator.

The Sun City Texas Community
Association Board of Directors approved an
additional full time employee in the 2012
budget for Ashe juniper removal plus an
additional $250,000 was earmarked for
equipment and contractor removal of flood
debris.  This operation will continue to benefit
Firewise plus reducing the flooding potential while
improving wildlife habitat.

As part of the process to make residents aware
of the importance of earning a Firewise Certification
and explaining the Firewise Mission several briefings
were given to Sun City neighborhoods.  Two Firewise
Town Hall meetings were held and a new display was
developed and used at four Community Association
meetings, four New Home Owners Orientation
meetings, and two Emergency Management Town Hall meetings.  Three Subcommittees were
implemented to carry out Firewise functions and 2 are being combined.  During 2011, over 60
new volunteers were recruited for Firewise. These Subcommittees are: 

Education Plan
Home Ignition Zone Assessment Program
Community Wildfire Protection and Re-certification Process Group
Volunteer Vine and Cedar Cutting Program (managed by CA Staff)

Forty nine volunteers were trained in three sessions for the Firewise Home Ignition Zone
Assessment Program.  A total of 51 trained Home Ignition Zone Assessment Evaluators are
currently active.  A Firewise Neighborhood Team Program has been developed and is being
promoted.  The Firewise Group is working with landscape service providers to help them
understand Firewise landscaping.

2012 Goals
• Develop re-certification materials for 2012.
• Continue development of Firewise Neighborhood Teams.
• Distribute information to the neighborhoods.
• Continue training for the Home Ignition Zone Assessment Program and landscape service

providers.
• Explain Home Ignition Zone Assessment Procedures to the resident and neighborhoods.

item                                            hours spent
maintenance by homeowners 89,948 $951,283
homeowners made changes 3,981 $199,810
Landscape Maintained Homes -- $897,000
Home Ignition Zone Assessments 419 --
Firewise volunteers 1,458 --
Vine/Cedar cutting volunteers 600 --

Community Association
     Creek Clearing crew -- $44,800
     Staff and Contractor Work -- $15,605

Totals 96,406 $2,108,498

Table 1.  The hours and costs contributed by
homeowners, volunteers, and CA Staff to Firewise
in the survey.

question   yes
Have you had a Home Ignition Zone 15%

Assessment made on your home?
Were you aware that Sun City was a 84%

Certified Firewise Community?
Have you attended a Firewise Town 27%

Hall or watched on Channel 79?

Table 2.  The response of homeowners to
questions ask in the survey.



• Continue working with Governance Committees such as Property and Grounds, Golf, and
Wildlife Management together with the golf course management.
• Continue to complete and expand 2011 accomplishments as appropriate.
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CAI!

Reduce Fuels in the Open Areas 

throughout the community
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