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MOBILE AUDIOLOGY EXPERTS




e Hearing loss is the third most common
chronic health condition after arthritis
and heart disease.

* 10% of the U.S. population suffers from
some degree of hearing loss.

Hearmg Loss Facts e Hearing loss is not just for the elderly;
the majority (65%) of people with
hearing loss are younger than age 65.
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h Dept in Vancouver treating all ages
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A Little History of

Hearing Aids




Vacuum Tube Hearing Aid
1930s

Natasha@HearsToYouTx.com 512-956-HEAR (4327)
www.HearsToYouTx.com



The Hearing Aid Purse -
1935
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The Hearing Aid Camera
1930

e —
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The Hearing Aid Tie Clip
1950s
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The Hearing Aid Barrette
1950s
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Eyeglass and Body Aids
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Custom Hearing Aids

Full shell (In-the-ear) i

Half shell

i

In-the-canal Completely-in-the-canal
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RIC and RITA and Their Friends -
New “Form Factors”
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Improves quality of life
(owner/wears {(n=765 who got in the last 5 vears)

Never, 2%

Rarely, 9%

Regularly,
48%

Occasionally,
40%

ich hearing aid owners perceive that their hearing aids improve their quality of life (
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How to Make your Hearing Aid wearing ‘Successful’

* Get your hearing checked once a year
e GO FOR FOLLOW-UPS!
* Keep your hearing aids clean
* Seek a professional who verifies your Rx
 WEAR your aids everyday
* Reduced noise

e Use listening strategies ‘
* Be assertive

* Good lighting
* Paraphrase and repeat back — don’t just say HUH!
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Technology

prove speech over distance and

ger Pen, Roger Pen Table Mic,
ooth

uires a streamer, Connects to

also act like a remote to add functions like volume and

ave the streamer, you can use their smart phone app
| aids
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NITY:

App to download

e Stream your TV —then-- iPho

 Might be best of sound is ght have a delay
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Aid is Opn
t to iPhone
use your iPhone mic as a remo
t-coil, no ability to use a stre

mer needed.

r Devices they carry do hav
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Oticon

IFTTT connection (If This Then That):

“Oticon ON enables your new Oticon Opn hearing aids to interact
with other Internet-connected devices and services. Trigger your
lights, home alarm or smart thermostat wh u turn your hearing
aids on or off. Tell your hearing aids to noti hen your battery is
low, the laundry is finished, or someone’s oor.”

iIf this then that



her great Manufacturers:
00 many to go into detail, but worth a mention:

nd — Linx2 — Direct to iPhone
X — Beyond — Direct to iPho

ron — North- “Smallest Wirel reamer
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HOW DO YOU CHOOSE?!

No 2 brains think alike
 What your neighbor loves, doesn’t mean you will love it

Seek a professional who carries more then one brand
Is the brand nationally and internatiogrecognized?

* If you travel or move, can you get ice on it!?
Have the Rx verified

* Functional Speech Testing
e Live Speech Mapping or Real Ear Testing

Remember, there’s a trial period!
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S.9 Over-The-Counter Hearing Aid Act of 2016

On December 1, 2016, Senate Bill S.9 was introduced by Senators Elizabeth Warren (D-
Mass.) and Chuck Grassley (R-lowa) to provide for the regulation of over-the-counter

(OTC) hearing aids.
WHY?

» Affordablity: Cost of hearing aids too gre’ most
e Medicare and most insurances don’t have hearing aid coverage



Quote from HLAA:

“....availability of OTC devices will intrigue people who would not otherwise get help for their
hearing loss. These devices may even end up being purchased through an audiologist or
hearing aid specialist. Further, once people have tried an OTC device they might look to
upgrade to traditional hearing aids through the care of an audiologist. To give consumers
access to the entire spectrum of hearing assistive devices, we hope to see audiologists turn to
transparent pricing that unbundles the cost hearing aid from the cost of services....

Points to pull from this statement:

* |t's a good starting point for many
 Some stimulation of hearing is better than nothing
 May create appreciation for better technology on their next purchase



The Over-the-Counter Hearing Aid Act of 2016

The Over-the-Counter Hearing Aid Act of 2016 implements recommendations from
PCAST (President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology) and the National
Academies to help the millions of Americans affected by hearing impairment. The Act:

e Makes certain types of hearing aids — those that are intended to be used by adults to
compensate for mild to moderate hearing impairment — available over the counter.

e Removes an unnecessary and burdensomeglirement that consumers obtain a
medical evaluation or sign a waiver of that examination in order to obtain an OTC
hearing aid.



The Over-the-Counter Hearing Aid Act of 2016

» Requires the FDA to issue regulations containing safety and labeling requirements for
this new category of OTC hearing aids.

e Requires the FDA to update its draft guidance on Personal Sound Amplification Products

(PSAPs), consumer electronics products that use similar technology to hearing aids,
but are intended for use by individuals with r’»“l hearing




OTC Concerns

ut an exam, a serious medical condition may be missed
nfection

Acoustic tumors
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Medical Waiver Withdrawn

FDA Eliminates ‘Physician Waiver’ System in Hearing Aid Dispensing
e Effective December 7, 2016

* Doesn’t include Children (under 18)

* Dispensers are still required, at this point, to make available, and provide consumers the
opportunity to review, the User Instruction Brochure that contains information about
possible Red Flags prior to the sale of a hearing aid.



http://hearinghealthmatters.org/waynesworld/2015/hearing-referral-eight-red-flags/
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Thank you for your time!

Next Month on February 9t", 2017

Two I‘tings

10:00 a.m. - Our Regular Meeting in the Atrium
3:00 p.m. — Special Meeting for everyone who wants
to know more about Cochlear Implants
in the Annex



