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Calendar 
 
May 14 - HIZA Work Group, 9 am, Cowan Creek 
Amenity Center 
May 15 - Education Work Group, AC MR1 
May 15 - New Residents Orientation, SCB 
May 15 - Firewise Group Meeting, AC MR 3-4 
May 17 - HIZA Training, 9 am - 3:30 pm 

Firewise Group Update 
 The Firewise Group met April 23. 
Items discussed included the April 30 Town 
Hall.  Discussion of the Firewise Town Hall 
and May 3 Wildfire Preparedness Day.  Both 
are on track and will need volunteers.  Calls 
for volunteers will be sent soon. 
Next meeting - May 15, 1 pm, MR3-4. 

Home Ignition Zone Assessment (HIZA) 
Work Group Update 
 The HIZA Work Group met March 12 
with  The HIZA completion status was: 
    Received to date...........................671 
    Completed ................................... 640  
    Open.............................................  29 
    On hold ..........................................  2 
 
 The HIZA Archive has archived 407 to 
date.  

Upcoming dates were  discussed (see 
Calendar). The next HIZA Training will be 
Saturday, May 17.  The hours are 9:00 am to 
3:30 pm.  

Firewise Volunteer Clearing Work Group 
Update  

The Firewise Volunteer Clearing Crew 
is on hold as the CA Staff has a heavy work 
load due to the high winds during April. 

Community Wildfire Preparedness Plan/
Recertification (CWPP) Work Group Up-
date 
 Compiling of data and materials for 
recertification continues. 
 
Education Work Group Update 
 The Education  Work Group met April 
17 to plan and prepare May 3 National Com-
munity Wildfire Preparedness Day event.  
Items reviewed included food and beverage 
needs, volunteers required, sites to be used, 
caps, and door prizes. (continued) 

 The Firewise Town Hall will be Wednes-
day, April 30 at 9:30 am in Sun City in the Sun 
City Ball Room. Texas A&M Forest Service and 
Georgetown Fire Department will participate.   
 The Sun City Wildfire Preparedness Day 
on May 3 will be part of Firewise USA Wildfire 
Community Preparedness Day 2014.  Firewise 
has initiated this first ever  day to bring attention 
to the need to prepare for wild fire.  It will start at  
9:30 am in the Ball Room with a safety and edu-
cation session. Residents will be  assigned to 
groups to remove junipers (cedars) from selected 
areas.  When the residents return they will have a 
hot dog lunch.  There  will be door prizes and 
Firewise caps. 

The Trumpet is published monthly.  If you have information to share, please send it to ole7734@suddenlink.net by the 28th of each month. 

Thanks to all of the 
volunteers who helped 
Sun City be a SAFER 

place to live! 

Chow 
time! 

 
See page 2-3 

for details 
from the Wild-
fire Prepared-



Grass Fire Behind Walgreens - Update 
On February 20 about 4:00 pm, a grass  

fire occurred in the grass area between Wal-
greens and the concrete fence along N12. 
The  Georgetown Fire Department controlled 
the fire quickly. The fuel break along the con-
crete fence  performed well stopping the fire. 
 
UPDATE 
 The photos below show what has hap-
pened in the 3 months following the fire.  
Vegetation is greening and the juniper trees 
remain unchanged! 

Again, the same juniper shown in the last issue.  
Plants are green and growing well. 

Firewise Town Hall 
 The Firewise Town Hall was held on 
April 30.  Will Boettner, Wildland Urban Inter-
face Specialist with Texas A&M Forest Service, 
reviewed the current status of Firewise in 
Texas and the US.  There are over 1,000 certi-
fied communities with 65 in Texas which ranks 
fourth overall.  Insurance companies, led by 
USAA, are considering and requesting the abil-
ity of offering insurance discounts for Certified 
Firewise Communities. 
 Paul Ohlenbusch, Training Coordinator, 
reviewed the progress and goals of Sun City’s 
Flood, Wildfire, 
and Wildlife Management Habitat Program, 
what has been accomplished, and how the pro-
gram was developed. 
 Assistant Chief Jeff  Davis of the 
Georgetown Fire Department thanked Sun City 
for the work that has been done by Sun City to 
reduce the potential for a wildfire to ignite 
houses.  It means the fire fighters can use their 
brush fire gear (about 20 pounds) to fight the  

fire.  If a house burns they use turnout gear 
(60pounds) that is hot. 
 Dan Dodson, Education Coordinator, 
highlighted the fire vulnerable parts on a Sun 
City house.  He also highlighted the primary 
things residents can do to improve their 
home’s ability to survive embers falling during 
a wildfire. 

Sun City Wildfire Preparedness Day 
 Wildfire Preparedness day had about 
70 residents and staff enjoy a removing juni-
per (cedar) from two areas near the Social 
Center.  They started with donuts and coffee 
and a safety orientation.  Two groups were 
formed and walked to do justice to the juniper.  
They returned to a lunch of hot dogs, brats, 
chips, cookies and donuts with drinks.  Every-
one involved aslo received a Sun City 
Firewise Group cap.  Door prizes were also 
given to four individuals. 
 Costs of the event were offset by a 
$500 grant from Firewise USA and State 
Farm Insurance.  Additional funding by dona-
tions from Bartlett Tree Experts, TCB Land-
scaping, and Valley Crest Landscaping.  Bart-
lett Tree Experts also provided 100 tree seed-
lings for residents as part of their new nation 
wide program. 

Our Food and Beverage Committee - Jim Romine, 
Executive Director, on the left and David Hahn, 
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Please Promote the 
Home Ignition Zone Assessment in your 

neighborhood! 
 

You may use the information in this 
newsletter to promote Firewise and its 

goals! 
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Here are some photos from 
the activities on the Sun City 
Wildfire Preparedness Day. 
 
Thank you to all the folks 
who came out and helped 
remove the small junipers 
that had grown in the past 3-
4 years. 

Photos by 
Wes Odell 


