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By KAITLYN WILKES

The annual partnership fundraiser be-

tween Opportunities for Williamson and 

Burnet Counties Meals on Wheels pro-

gram and Sun City’s Women Helping Oth-

ers is aiming to raise $100,000 this year to 

benefit the Madella Hilliard Senior Center 

on Eighth Street. 

WHO has a fundraising goal this year 

of  $50,000, according to Nina Stancil, the 

group’s historian. The donation will then 

be matched up to $50,000 by the St. David’s 

Foundation. 

Fundraising efforts began May 15 and 

will go through July 30. Currently, the or-

ganizations have raised $30,000.

Dori Yeater, director of  development for 

Opportunities for Williamson and Burnet 

Counties, said the money will go toward 

food, keeping the center running and mak-

ing sure the center doesn’t have clients 

who are on a waitlist. 

With this fundraiser, Ms. Yeater said 

“seniors are able to age in place” in their 

homes – which is one of  Opportunities’ 

goals. When food is delivered, wellness 

checks are also done.

The fundraiser started in 2012, and 

since then, Ms. Yeater said the ladies of  

WHO have raised over half  a million dol-

lars. The St. David’s Foundation started 

matching WHO’s funds raised in 2016.

Typically, Ms. Stancil said WHO primar-

ily fundraises in Sun City. However, this 

year, the group is expanding its efforts 

into other parts of  Georgetown.

“[It’s a] big opportunity for us to let 

Georgetown people know [the fundraiser 

is] for Georgetown people as well,” she 

said. 

Last year the two organizations, with 

the match from the St. David’s Founda-

tion, raised $105,000.

Those who wish to donate can make a 

donation on Opportunities for William-

son and Burnet Counties’s website at  

https://tinyurl.com/bdheys78. The dona-

tions given on the website are matched. 

Donations can also be dropped off  at the 

Madella Hilliard Senior Center or the 

main office at 604 High Tech Drive. 

Georgetown Animal Shelter

Meet Jolly, a handsome 5-year-old mix with a beautiful 

gray-blue coat. This calm and friendly boy loves hugs and 

rubs and knows how to sit. He walks well on a leash and 

interacts wonderfully with other dogs, cats and children. 

Jolly is near perfect! Jolly spent some time in a foster 

home, where he got along incredibly well with their cat 

and was amazing with their son. Jolly has heartworms, so 

he needs a new foster home to undergo treatment, which 

the shelter covers. After treatment, you could adopt him. 

Meet Kiki, a 1-year-old short-haired brown tabby with a 

contemplative nature. This sweet girl loves nothing more 

than chin scratches and finding soft, dark places to curl up 

in. Kiki recently lost her owner and is now looking for a 

new loving home. 

Visit Georgetown Animal Shelter, located at 110 WL 

Walden Dr., near San Gabriel Park. Hours: Monday/

Friday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday/Thursday 11 a.m. 

to 6 p.m., Saturday-Sunday noon to 4 p.m.  Contact:  

animalsvc@georgetown.org, 512-930-3592.

Williamson County Regional Animal Shelter

Meet Copper, a 6-year-old mixed-breed dog with a heart 

of  gold and a special talent. Although he is deaf, Copper un-

derstands a variety of  commands through American Sign 

Language, including “no,” “sit,” “wait,” “potty,” “come,” 

“ball,” “treat,” “food” and “water.” Copper’s favorite activ-

ities include car rides, walks, snuggling with his people, 

lounging, being brushed and getting belly rubs. 

Angel is a sweet and petite kitty who absolutely lives 

up to his name because he’s a purr-ecious angel! Although 

he may be a bit shy at first, he warms up quickly, plus he’s 

quite the chatty guy who loves to meow for pets and atten-

tion. He’ll reward your love with sweet purrs. With his gor-

geous green eyes, an adorable pink-tipped, black-rimmed 

nose, and a tiny face that’ll just melt your heart, he’s ready 

to start my next chapter with you. 

Come meet them today and start making some 

paw-some memories together! Email the shelter at  

adoption@wilco.org.

PETS OF THE WEEK

Sponsored by:

JOLLY COPPERKIKI ANGEL

Georgetown man 
gets life in prison 

for murder
allegedly disguised himself  

in a black ski mask and snuck 

into Ms. Whitman’s home 

with a firearm. He took her 

hostage, handcuffed her and 

threatened her with a knife 

and gun. The daughter, who 

was present at the house, was 

able to call 911.

As Georgetown Police offi-

cers arrived at the scene, Ms. 

Whitman’s daughter was 

able to escape through her bedroom window. Accord-

ing to officers, after they heard gunshots from inside 

the home, they forced entry and discovered Ms. Whit-

man dead in her bedroom. 

She had been handcuffed and shot twice in the 

head through a pillow placed over her face, the DA’s 

office said. Mr. Quinones fled the scene and several 

hours later was apprehended in Columbus, Texas, by 

an Austin County Sheriff ’s Office task force. The Tex-

as Rangers also helped in the investigation.

Williamson County District Attorney Shawn Dick 

expressed his gratitude for prosecutor Assistant Dis-

trict Attorney John McMillin, Georgetown Police 

Detective Welborn and GPD.  

“We are pleased that Mr. Quinones has been 

brought to justice,” he stated. “This guilty plea en-

sures he will be held accountable for his horrific ac-

tions and can no longer threaten the safety of  our 

community. This case is a heartbreaking reminder 

of  the devastating impact domestic violence can 

have on families. Our deepest condolences go out to 

Ms. Whitman’s loved ones as they navigate this un-

imaginable loss.”

RICARDO QUINONES
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By NALANI NUYLAN

Williamson County offices will 

be closed Wednesday, June 19, in 

observance of  Juneteenth. All 

county operations will resume 

regular hours on Thursday,  

June 20.

Williamson County parks will 

be open to the public for nor-

mal operations, except for Ber-

ry Springs Park and Preserve, 

which is under renovation. 

Williamson County Parks Head-

quarters, 219 Perry Mayfield, at 

Southwest Williamson County 

Regional Park will close for the 

holiday.

The Williamson County Re-

gional Animal Shelter, 1855 SE 

Inner Loop, Georgetown, will 

remain open on Wednesday 

with its regular hours of  noon to  

6 p.m.

County shelter’s new 
adoption program 

The Williamson County Re-

gional Animal Shelter is pio-

neering a pilot adoption program 

aimed at expediting the rehom-

ing process for pets who need a 

new family. 

Here’s how it works:

n A lost pet is listed on the 

shelter’s Lost Pets page at  

www.wilcotx.gov/pets

n Prospective adopters can 

meet the pet at the shel-

ter. If  interested, they can 

pre-adopt by paying a $50 

non-refundable deposit and 

completing the shelter’s 

pre-adoption agreement

n The shelter does not guaran-

tee that the dog or cat will be-

come available for adoption. 

A medical exam may reveal 

the animal is medically unfit 

for adoption. A behavior as-

sessment may determine the 

animal will not be available 

for adoption. The animal 

may be reunited with their 

family

n If  none of  the above occurs 

during the stray hold peri-

od, then the resident who 

has pre-adopted comes to 

the shelter at the appointed 

time to pick up and officially 

adopt their new pet

n Failure to collect the pet at 

the scheduled time results 

in the pet being included in 

the shelter’s adoption pro-

gram, with the forfeiture of  

the deposit

The shelter’s hope with this 

pilot program is to shorten the 

pets’ time in the shelter’s care.

Public Affairs office award

The Williamson County Pub-

lic Affairs office took home two 

statewide awards for communi-

cation from the Texas Associa-

tion of  Municipal Information 

Officers annual conference in 

San Antonio this month. This 

year, 688 entries were submitted 

for awards.

The office received the Award 

of  Excellence in the category 

of  Best One-Time Special Event 

with a population of  over 75,000 

for Williamson County’s 175th 

Birthday Celebration on Friday, 

March 10, 2023. The celebration 

included entertainment provid-

ed by several local artists, a laser 

light show displaying the history 

of  the county and a new mural 

on the Williamson County tax 

building in downtown George-

town. 

The department also received 

the Award of  Excellence for its 

new website which was rolled 

out in the summer of  2023. The 

county moved from a public 

domain (.org) to a restricted do-

main (.gov) in order to increase 

credibility and trustworthiness, 

as well as to increase stability 

of  the website and improve the 

mobile experience. Williamson 

County worked with vendor 

CivicPlus on the new website. 

Through the content audit pro-

cess, the county was able to de-

crease the number of  web pages 

by nearly 24 percent.

Master Gardener earn state 
honors 

Four members of  the Texas 

A&M AgriLife Extension Of-

fice were presented with state 

awards. 

Award applications are due 

in January following the year 

competing projects are worked 

by Extension Volunteers. Judges 

are recruited from extension of-

fices in other states, and winners 

are announced at the Texas Mas-

ter Gardener Association annual 

convention in May. 

Williamson County presents 

awards once the plaques are fi-

nalized to the Master Gardener 

Project Leaders, who are the indi-

viduals making the applications 

using a rule guide. 

n Third Place: Victoria Lew 

for “Teaching Site” at the 

Round Rock Library’s Seed 

Library, where roughly 1000 

free seed packets per month 

are circulated, as well as 

plant care info

n Second Place: Francine Er-

ickson for “Youth-Junior 

Master Gardener” at the 

Husky Gardens project for 

pre-K through fifth grade at 

Leander ISD’s Pleasant Hill 

Elementary

n Second Place: Catherine 

Nickle for “Youth-Other” for 

Ag in the Classroom present-

ing to Hutto fourth graders 

“Let’s Taco ‘Bout Agricul-

ture” where kids learn how 

agriculture provides every 

part of  the tacos we eat – and 

on a Taco Tuesday

n First Place: Judy Williams 

for “Research Award” com-

paring four spring broccoli 

varieties to Texas Superstar 

Green Magic in the WilCo 

MG Demonstration Garden.

EMS Classes offered

Williamson County Emergen-

cy Medical Services will offer the 

following classes during June at 

its headquarters, 3189 SE Inner 

Loop in Georgetown, according 

to the county newsletter. To reg-

ister or for more information, 

visit the EMS Outreach Educa-

tion website or send an email to 

cprtraining@wilco.org.

n Heartcode BLS Skills Ses-

sion: June 21, 10 a.m., $25

n BLS Provider: June 22, 9 a.m., 

$40
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Dr. Wayne Schirner, Francine Erickson, Catherine Nickle, Judy Williams, President of the Williamson Coun-
ty Master Gardeners Association Bob Hinojosa pose with awards celebrating the group’s achievements 
with youth programs, research and teaching.

COUNTY BRIEFS

Wilco observes Juneteenth with office closures

Nonprofits partner to help feed Georgetown community

Opportunities for  
Williamson and Burnet Counties 

2023 community impact

n 259,000 meals served

n Over 1,200 seniors served

n 4,017 clients served

n $209,155 total individual donations

www.wilcotx.gov/pets
https://tinyurl.com/bdheys78
www.wagheaven.com

