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Georgetown Chamber of  Commerce hosts 78th annual Awards Banquet

chamber board-chair elect. “The 

future of  our community de-

pends on strong, capable leaders, 

and we’re proud to help nurture 

and develop them.” 

Eight awards were given out 

to individuals and groups that 

were positive role models for the 

chamber and Georgetown com-

munity. 

Jesse ‘Buz’ Sawyer Award

Cody Hirt was given the Jesse 

‘Buz’ Sawyer Award, an honor 

that is not bestowed by the Cham-

ber every year. 

Mr. Hirt is an active member 

of  the chamber and owns restau-

rants The Golden Rule, Gold 

Burger Diner and Camp Bright-

side, as well as businesses Mes-

quite Creek Outfitters and Bar, 

and River Ranch and Provisions. 

However, he was selected for the 

Jesse ‘Buz’ Sawyer Award for his 

“extraordinary philanthropy.”

“I am so blessed to be a part of  

this community,” Mr. Hirt said in 

his acceptance speech. “We have 

a community that wants to help, 

they just need to know about it.”

The chamber listed some of  

his philanthropic efforts. 

Mr. Hirt launched the Veterans 

Outdoors foundation, a nonprof-

it that supports veterans and 

provides them and their families 

with meaningful experiences. 

During Hurricane Harvey, he 

recruited a team of  15 people and 

went to Houston with his boat. 

Together, they saved over 1,000 

people. When he returned home, 

he coordinated multiple supply 

drops with an aviation team. 

Mr. Hirt — a Georgetown ISD 

school board member — has also 

organized fundraising efforts 

for students in need. In one in-

stance, an effort raised $58,000 for 

a handicap accessible van. 

After finding out one of  his 

employees at Golden Rule need-

ed a double mastectomy, but 

couldn’t afford it, he met with his 

business partner to fundraise for 

treatment. 

“We decided that not just the 

proceeds, but every single dollar 

that came into our business that 

night [$37,000], was going to go 

to her,” Mr. Hirt said in an inter-

view with the Sun. “The beauti-

ful thing about it was you could 

see the goodness just spreading 

throughout our restaurant. All 

the servers, the tips that they got 

that night, they ended up donat-

ing as well.” 

Mr. Hirt has also worked with 

members of  the community to 

pay off  negative school lunch 

balances for families who can’t 

afford it. Mr. Hirt said paying off  

the balance lets kids thrive and 

only “worry about the rest of  the 

things that are on their plates for 

the day.”

Citizen of the Year

Bradley D. Smith was award-

ed the Chamber’s Citizen of  the 

Year award for his years of  vol-

unteer work. 

Mr. Smith is currently the 

Chairman of  the Georgetown 

Health Foundation and on the 

Unified Development Code steer-

ing committee. 

He has also served as a GISD 

school board trustee and been 

part of  the Texas Life Science 

Collaboration Center. 

“Georgetown is one of  the 

most giving communities that 

I’ve ever been a part of,” Mr. 

Smith said. 

He then quoted the Bible verse 

Luke chapter 12 verse 48: “To 

those whom much has been giv-

en, much is expected.’ I try to 

mirror that, and I know that a 

lot of  the citizens in Georgetown 

also are that way.”

Ambassador of the Year

Chamber Programs and  

Events Manager Cheryl Brink-

meyer took the stage to announce 

the Chamber’s Ambassador of  

the Year. 

“Our ambassadors are a very 

competitive group of  people, and 

they take their role seriously,” 

Ms. Brinkmeyer said. “The Am-

bassador of  the Year Award is 

not given, it is earned through 

countless volunteer hours. 

Thank you for your commitment 

to supporting our local business-

es and making Georgetown a 

welcoming and thriving place to 

do business. Your energy and en-

thusiasm helps make this cham-

ber so special.” 

She announced the top three 

finalists  — Stephanie Blanck, 

Ann Kaiser, and Dana Smyth —  

before naming Ms. Kaiser as this 

year’s recipient. 

“Do you know that these are 

collectors items?” Ms. Kaiser 

joked from the podium. “I now 

have four… but it is because the 

people in this room have always 

been so welcoming, supportive 

and inclusive.” 

She then turned around and 

took a celebratory selfie with the 

crowd. 

Martha Diaz Hurtado  
College Town Award 

Pet Partners of  Williamson 

County won the Martha Diaz 

Hurtado College Town Award, 

which is given to a person or or-

ganization that has “enhanced 

the college town environment.”

Claire Peel accepted the award, 

carrying a large photo of  her dog 

alongside her. 

“Thank you on behalf  of  Pet 

Partners of  Williamson County,” 

she said. “This is a great honor 

for us as it has been a rewarding 

experience for us. But, I have to 

say, it’s really been more about 

the dogs.” 

Ms. Peel and her dog worked 

with Vanessa Mikan, an assis-

tant professor of  instruction in 

kinesiology at Southwestern 

University, to bring the program 

to campus. For the last three 

years, Pet Partners has been vis-

iting campus twice a month.

Ms. Peel told a story about the 

first time she and her dog visit-

ed a class at Southwestern. She 

said that the professor Vanessa 

Mikan told the students to write 

down how they were feeling. Ms. 

Peel and her dog entered the 

room, and the students interact-

ed with the dog. The students’ an-

swers suggested that interacting 

with the dog reduced their stress 

and increased their feelings of  

wellbeing.

“I’ve been carrying around a 

photo of  my dog with me because 

she is my partner,” she said. 

Volunteer of the Year

Last year’s Volunteer of  the 

Year recipient, Carolyn Cum-

mins, announced that Andy 

Webb won this year’s award. 

“[Andy Webb] exemplifies 

what it means to be a servant 

leader,” Ms. Cummins said. “He 

is not only an active member 

of  the chamber, having served 

on the board in the leadership 

and in the leadership program, 

but he has also dedicated his 

time to numerous organizations 

that have shaped the future of  

Georgetown.” 

Mr. Webb has served on the 

planning and zoning commit-

tee for City of  Georgetown, the 

Georgetown ISD Education 

Foundation board, the YMCA 

board of  directors, the William-

son County A&M Club and Foun-

dation, and served two terms as 

GISD board trustee.  

Small Business of the Year

Tori Clark, owner of  Spa Luxe, 

won small business of  the year. 

Ms. Clark got her bachelor’s de-

gree from Texas Woman’s Uni-

versity and has a Masters in 

Business Administration from 

Baylor University. She started 

Spa Luxe six years ago and man-

ages a team of  35 employees. 

According to the Chamber, her 

efforts have been recognized by 

the State of  Texas. 

“We all want to leave a lasting 

impact on Georgetown, Texas, 

the world, for our children and 

our children’s children,” Ms. 

Clark said. 

She mentioned a Ted Talk 

she recently watched, which ex-

plained how one domino falling 

can create a chain reaction that 

can positively change people for-

ever. 

“It just takes one domino to get 

something done,” she said. 

Big Business of the Year

A+ Federal Credit Union won 

big business of  the year. 

According to the chamber, the 

Credit Union was founded in 1949 

by a group of  teachers. The not-

for-profit credit union has a focus 

on education, and works to pro-

vide education to every member 

of  the community, despite their 

economic backgrounds. 

“Over the years, many things 

have changed, but the bedrock 

principles remain. A+FCU takes 

the financial capability of  every 

member seriously,” according to 

the business. “We strive to under-

stand the needs of  every member 

to give them the best financial 

guidance for where they are in 

life and where they want to go. 

And we know that banking on 

each other and building stronger 

communities benefits everyone.”

Owen Sherrill Lifetime 
Achievement Award 

This year’s Owen Sherrill Life-

time Achievement Award didn’t 

go to an individual, but an entire 

group. 

Mayor Josh Schroeder present-

ed the award to nonprofit The 

Caring Place. Ginna O’Connor, 

who has been the organization’s 

executive director since 2013,  ac-

cepted the award with a group of  

her coworkers and friends.

For almost 40 years, The Car-

ing Place has provided for the ba-

sic human needs of  all people in 

our Central Texas community in 

a welcoming, respectful and car-

ing way. The Caring Place offers 

financial assistance for those in 

their service area which includes 

assistance for rent, mortgage, 

housing deposit, utilities, trans-

portation and emergency dental 

and prescription with verifiable 

proof  of  crisis. They offer a Food 

Pantry for qualifying families. 

The Caring Place also has two 

thrift stores in Georgetown that 

fund its mission. 

Programs serve residents of  

Georgetown, Andice, Bartlett, 

Florence, Granger, Jarrell, Jo-

nah, Schwertner, Walburg, Weir 

and the portion of  Hutto within 

Georgetown ISD.
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A
s we embark on 

a new year, the 

Women Help-

ing Others la-

dies kicked off  

their first meeting in 

January 2025 by cele-

brating the club’s ac-

complishments for the previous 

year.

In 2024 WHO — in conjunc-

tion with other organizations — 

raised a grand total of  $225,797 

through their efforts in fundrais-

ing, product drives, donations 

and club dues. The funds bene-

fit Georgetown and Williamson 

County nonprofit organizations.

As in previous years, WHO 

invited upcoming 2025 speakers 

to attend the January meeting. 

This is an opportunity for the 

membership to talk and preview 

the organizations before they are 

scheduled to speak at a meeting. 

The speakers for 2025 are Good 

Neighbor GTX, Operation Liber-

ty Hill, Mommie Network, A Gift 

of  Time, Harley’s Angels Res-

cue, Georgetown Free 

Bikes, Jails to Jobs, 

Furrbaby Food Pantry, 

Yesterday’s Gone, and 

Starry. These chari-

ties brought their lit-

erature/handouts to 

promote their organi-

zation and solicit volunteers for 

their nonprofit.

How does WHO raise so much 

money? A majority of  the money 

is the result of  third-party fund-

raisers and product drives. 

A third-party fundraiser is 

where WHO takes responsibili-

ty for the fundraising task while 

collaborating with the assigned 

nonprofit. All funds raised at an 

event or events go directly into 

the nonprofit treasury. However, 

these organizations graciously 

give credit to WHO for the total 

donated. For example, WHO 

partnered with Hounds for He-

roes to sponsor a car show in Sun 

City. A whopping sum of  $67,868 

was raised and went directly to 

Hounds for Heroes. WHO took 

credit for raising the money.

Product drives are another 

way that contributes to the to-

tal. Throughout the year, many 

product drives are initiated; i.e., 

books, toiletries, school supplies, 

fans and gift cards, etc. for vari-

ous nonprofits the Club supports. 

For example, WHO sponsored a 

bedding drive for Sleep in Heav-

enly Peace. About $4,100 was 

raised.

As you can see, these amounts 

add up very quickly. It is amaz-

ing to see the outpouring of  such 

generosity from WHO members, 

Sun City and Georgetown folks.

WHO not only raises money, 

but has a very active outreach 

program that continues to grow 

each year. Weekly and month-

ly volunteering efforts support 

BiG in Georgetown,The Caring 

Place, Helping Hands, George-

town Project, Key2Free, Meals 

on Wheels, Head Start, ROCK, 

Salvation Army, Holiday Meals 

Delivered, and several nursing 

homes. A monthly field trip is 

scheduled to the facility before 

each of  their presentations are 

given to the WHO meeting. WHO 

will continue to promote volun-

teering in 2025.

WHO President Maria 

Tolleson and the membership 

are excited about 2025 and the 

plans that WHO has to serve the 

Williamson County community.

Happy new year!

WHO’s leadership, from left, includes Parliamentarian Joan Douglas, 
President Maria Tolleson, Vice President Judy Madson and Outreach 
Liaison Sheri Valdon. 
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Georgetown Mayor Josh Schroeder presented the Owen Sherrill Life-
time Achievement Award to The Caring Place. Ginna O’Connor, who 
has been the organization’s executive director since 2013, stands 
with him before she’s joined by others with the nonprofit.

Citizen of the Year Bradley D. Smith speaks at the podium February 6. 
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