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WHO provides sweet treats

By Linda Dwyer

Who gathers to package baked
cockies for homebound seniors
and needy families? Women Help-
ing Others, that's who.

WHO members, dressed in
their tackiest holiday sweaters,
look forward to this annual event
each year, where they socialize
while putting together the bun-
dled goodies. WHO baked and

....

packaged the cookies for Holiday
Meals Delivered, formerly the
Georgetown Christmas Day Pro-
gram.

Nina Stancil, past president of
WHO, said all kinds of cookies
were baked.

“We encouraged members, as
well as all of Sun City, to bake,”
she said.

The cookies were laid out on
eight 12-foot tables as 50 women

bundled about a dozen cookies
into holiday bags at a time. About
375 dozen cookies were distribut-
ed.
This effort has been an annu-
al tradition in the Georgetovn
community for about 25 years.
Back in 2010, WHO baked sweet
treats for 100 families. This year,
Holiday Meals Delivered served
100 seniors from Meals on Wheels
and 157 families from The Caring

Place. Recipients received a gift
bag consisting of toiletries, a cal-
endar, WHO cookies and gifts. A
hot turkey meal was given by The
Sheraton Georgetown Hotel and
H-E-B provided bread and rolls.
Volunteers delivered the meals
and goodies to each family

WHO was formed in 2010 in Sun
City, when a dozen women were
willing to exchange their week-
iy lunch-out-with-the-girls for a

for homebound residents

brown bag lunch and the chance
tomake a difference in their Iocad
commueunity

From that small beginning,
WHO has evolved to over 300 wom-
en strong. Members meet month-
Iy with the goal of advancing the
quality of life for others through
donations of time, service and fi-
nancial assistance. )

dwyeriwilconews.com




'WHO meets, assists Living
Grace Canine Ranch

t all started with a dream, a

conversation between friends WOM EN

over coffee, and a dozen wom- H E L P| NG

en willing to exchange their

weekly lunch-out-with-the- OTH E RS
girls for a brown bag and the
chance to make a difference in Anne Marshall
their local community. It was a
small beginning that led to great things.

Women Helping Others, or WHO, has evolved to a forc~
over 300 women strong, who collectively make a big impac
on community-based organizations and improve life fo
many.

WHO meets monthly — advancing the common g00
and strengthening quality of life through donations o
our time, our service and our financial assistance, whil
fostering inclusive camaraderie and fellowship.

- In spite of the pandemic in 2021, the WHO ladies, in cor
junction with other local charitable organizations, raise
$118,800 which helped many in the community.

WHO began 2022 at their January meeting with th
year’s first recipient of support, Living Grace Canin
Ranch, where love resides.

Living Grace Canine Ranch is a Senior Dog Life Car
Sanctuary. The 501(c)(3) charity is dedicated to saving, sern
ingand valuing the lives of displaced, unadoptableand ur
wanted senior canines,

Some of the dog residents at Living Grace are there be-

cause their owner has passed away, and some of the dogs

were rescued from extreme neglect and abuse. Their facil-
ity features separate apartment buildings for small and
large dogs. Dogs have access from their living space to play
yards and the great outdoors. There is even a medical room
and a local vet that assists with dog care when needed and
there are two rooms specifically for emergency situations.

It takes a lot of supplies to house, feed, and care for these
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and a local vet that assists with dog care when needed and
there are two rooms specifically for emergency situations.

It takes a lot of supplies to house, feed, and care for these
sweet pups. Once the dogs are accepted at the ranch, they
are never adopted out.

» Today, Living Grace has over 200 compassionate volun-
teers, fosters awaiting, Parker's Place (memorial garden),
a resident Bunkhouse for 20, and two additional resident
homes under construction, for a total of 100 senior dogs.

 Living Grace has joined with The Delaney in George-
town to bring their dog, George, as the Delaney’s therapy
dog for visits with its residents which has had a positive
impact on both humans and George.

 To donate and learn more about the ranch, visit Living-
GraceCanineRanch.org.

Anne Marshall is a member of Woman Helping Others, a
Georgetown-based club that works to help area nonprofit or-
ganizations. Each month, the group meets io assist and spot-
light the efforts of a local nonprofit.




WHO meets, assists Helping Hands of Georgetown

flomen Helping
Others reported
an increase of
70 new members

; at its February
meeting. The group now
exceeds the 300 member
mark, and has hit the
ground running in 2022 by
making an impact on those
who need assistance in the
community,

The members of WHO
in February collectively
donated enough food that
completely filled a large
SUV almost to the roof,
leaving only the two front
seats vacant for the driver
and her assistant. The sight
was overwhelming.

Helping Hands of
Georgetown, a 501(c)3 orga-
nization, has been serving
the community since 2016.
In 2015, this project began
as a simple idea and it grew
intoa very complicated idea
before it settled as Helping
Hands of Georgetown.

The mission: Helping
Hands of Georgetown is
connecting with the com-
munity to affect positive
change in neigh-
borhoods identi-
fied as underserved
by providing food
security and addi-
tional social ser-
vices,

In his hometown
of Georgetown,
Texas, Robert Weimer —
with the help of family,
friends, and the city —
created a way to empower
those slightly less fortunate
with the means to grow and
succeed. Sometimes they
just need a haircut and a
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Helping Hands of Georgetown Executive Director Shasta Thomson stands with Maria

Tolleson.

good suit to wear fo an in-
terview, and sometimes
they need dinner for their
young family:

Today their “little group”
has grown fo serve 600
brown bags a week and a
good hot meal every Sun-
day night. They
launched their
mobile food pantry
in March of 2020,
faced with the pan-
demic,  realizing
that their friends
were going to need
more than just a
brown bag meal. So, Help-
ing Hands are now serving
100 pantry bags each week
throughout Georgetown,

Whatever the need, they
hope to find a way with
help, This is a non-profit
that began with heart and

it will grow with Heart.
Founder Robert Weimer
and his wife, Ellen, recent-
ly retired. His successor is
Shasta Thomson, the new
executive director For
more information about
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COURTESY OF WOMEN HELPING OTHERS

patio in Sun City from 5-7
p.m. There is a $10 cover
charge and Twin Oaks
Band will be performing.
Erin Kiltz is the founder
and executive director of
BiG.

Helping Hands of George-
town visit their website ‘:}f"?l’i: 'A::’?;’I:g _isao’?:mbe’
: inghands ' : ing Others, a
mfv%%% aisosp on;m Georgetown-based club that
Pot of Gold Fundraiser for works_to help area nonprofit
I % organizations. Each month,
thebenefitof Brookwoodin  the group meets to assist
Georgetown (BiG) Wednes-  and spotlight the efforts of a
day, March 16, atMulligan's  local nonprofit.
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émo supports The Women’s mSJ&oow To_.@ﬁ of Texas

m that a busy
; f H_Eosnr the

| members of
Women Help-
ing Others

r h _
| ,_
have had.

party fundraiser and pie
auction was held at Mulligan's
Restaurant in Sun City for the
benefit of BiG, Brookwood in
Georgetown. The fundraiser en-
abled them to purchase a much
needed refrigerator for the pies
that they make and sell. The pie
auction raised $750 in addition to
$3,540 in donations, Music was
provided by The Twin Oaks Band
and a great time was had by all.
At the monthly WHO meeting,
the club received a presentation
by Jill Gonzalez, executive di-
rector of The Women's Story-
book Project of Texas, which is
a women's prison program that
connects children with their in-
carcerated mothers through the
joy of literature. The primary
goal of WSP is to reduce the rate
of reincarceration among incar-
cerated mothers by strengthen-
ing the mother-child connection
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On March 16 a third Anne Marshall

through literature.

This literature project
requires volunteers to
travel to Texas female
prisons to record incar-
cerated mothers as they
read stories to their chil-
dren. These recoréings
provide a chance for children to
hear. their mother's voice while
they are away. Connecting the
children and mothers helps pro-
vide a reason for the mothers to
work hard not to return to pris-
on.

Since 2003, Women's Story-
book Project has recorded over
19,000 mothers reading stories
for their children and mailed out
over 40.000 books and recordings
across Texas and the country
The direct beneficiaries per year
are over 3,600 children receiving
packages from their moms con-
taining messages of love and re-
cordings of bedtime stories.

The geographic area served
is Central and East Texas and
Houston. Jill Gonzalez shared
with the club the most popular
book that the moms read to their
children “The Invisible String”

by Patrice Karst which has sold
over a million copies.

Earlier this year WHO do-
nated $1,500 to WPS for com-
puters and at the meeting they
were presented with a check
for $500. For more information
about WSP their website is
www.storybookproject.org.

A spring fundraising event
is the mﬁ & Shop, which will be
held on April 23 from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the Lakeside Pavilion
in Marble Falls for a fun after-
noon of food, drinks, a fashion
show experience, a swag bag, the
chance to win amazing door priz-
es, and much more—all while
supporting Meals on Wheels of
Williamson & Burnet Counties.
The fashion models will be mem-
bers of Women Helping Others.
All are invited to participate. Vis-
it OWBC-TX.org for tickets.

Anne Marshall is a member of
Woman Helping Others, a George-
town-based club that works to
help area nonprofit organizations.
Each month, the group meets (o
assist and spotlight the efforts of
a local nonprofit.

Jill Gonzalez, executive director of The Women's Storybook Project of
Texas, meets with WHO Vice President Maria Tolleson in March.
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WHO has busy, productive April

CASA, The Caring Place, and BiG receive donations
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omen Helping
| Others ocelebrat
ed the month of

_ wonderfulevents
As garesultof the March Pot
of GoM fundraiser for BiG,
the organiration was shle
b purchase a specisl refrig-
the wonderfiol pies that srme
made and sold at the Bil:

WHO'z Vice President
Maria Tolleson, together
with three otherladies fnom
WHO, also met with the ex-
ing Place, Ginna O'Connor
and presented her with &
donztion of §1LA00. The la-
dies were tsken on a tour
of The Caring Plare and
were amazed to leatn sbout
the incredible services that
ere provided o the commu-
1t iz a preat place toshop for
many ilems from clothing
o househnld ponds.

At their menthly meet-
ing, the members were
giwen a presentstion by
Wendy Prindle, conmumity
engagement coardinator of
C&5A of Williamson Cowre
ty CASA stends for Court
Appointed Special Advo
cales for Childresn,

in 1977, when Judge David
Soukup in Seattle decided
he needed to kmow maore
about the children whose
Iives were in his hands. His
solubion was to agk comamu-
nity voluntsers fo ack as e
“woips in court” for abused

These Court Appointed
Special Adwocsie provided
maticn be needed to safe-
guard the children's best in-
teresis srdensure that they
were placed in safe, perme-
rent homes as quickly as
poesible. The Eogram waes
50 suopessfil that it wes du-

CASBA hes continoed to
srve inesed end reglecied
childrer in Texes for slmost
4k years, providing trained
community woluntesrs

’; i

) o
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WHO Vice President Maria Tolleson {left) meets with Wendy Prindle of CASA.

for every child who was
assipred to the program
through the court

CASA of Williamaon
County beceme iks own
nonprofit organization,
self-governed by & volun:
tear hoard of direcfors, in
Ilay 2000

The mizsion of CASA of
Williamsom Coonty exists
to empower commanity
volunteers to advncate for
children who hewe experi-
enced abuse or neglect ko
find loving, safe snd per
manent homes. And their
vision is that all children
in Williamson County will
have loving, sale and per-
menant bomes.

Imagine the experisnce
of chiliren who are me-
mosed from their homes
because the people respon-
sible for protecting them

find themselves in a world
filled with social workers,
lawyers, judpes, and court
rooms where life-aliering
derisions ame made on their
behalf. Last yesr, CASA
helped children from 2 days
ok fo 18 years old

Druring the meeting, a do-
nation from WHO of $500
was presented to Wendy

Donations to CASA
may be made online at
wmewilliamsoncountyca-

Anne Marshail iz a member
o Woman Helping (ithers, a
Creor petowcme-based club that
warks i help area noaprofic
wganizations. Eoch monrth,
the group meels &0 ossist

and sportipht the efforis of a
_tocal nonprofit.




Meet Laundry Love of Georgetown
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ne day somebody
asked a homeless
person named Eric,
“Hey man, what
can we do for you?
What would make a huge
impact on your life?”

Eric thought about it
and replied, “If I had clean
clothes, I think people
would treat me like a hu-
man being.”

That is a true story and
Eric's comment about being
disrespected was the impe-
tus to start the very first
Laundry Love in 2003.

Today there are hundreds
of Laundry Loves across
the country, donating mon-
ey and detergent for people
to wash their clothes and
bedding for free.

Leslie Hearne, director
of Laundry Love, pointed
out that the Georgetown
chapter of the organization
is different. They are not in
the business of providing
guarters and detergent and
ameal twice a month to peo-
ple who otherwise couldn't
afford to do their laundry.
They are in the business of
empowering people, lifting
their self- esteem, restor-
ing their dignity and, as
their homeless friend Eric

=

L

Leslie Hearne, director of Laundry Love of Georgetown,

" o

receives a $500 donation from WHO, represented by Vice

President Maria Tolleson.

suggested, recognizing
their value. They are in the
business of inspiring con-
fidence and helping those
they serve fully participate
in life and be accepted in
the community.

Duringa typical Laundry
Love evening, people show
up throughout the evening.
There is no registration, no
proof of need, no strings
attached. Everybody is wel-
come. Volunteers are ready
{0 serve.

When the event begins,
clothes and bedding are
loaded into washing ma-
chines. When they are
ready, enough quarters and

detergent pods are distrib-
uted to wash and dry each
load.

Once everybody is set-
tled, waiting for their cycle
to finish, a meal is served.
Then they visit with Laun-
dry Love volunteers and
staff.

AtLaundry Love George-
town, strangers become
friends, people are known
by name, hope is hustled,
and the worth of every hu-
man being is acknowledged
and celebrated.

Laundry Love George-
town has a simple and very
clear mission to provide
free laundry service in a

friendly and respectful
environment to lift self-es-
teem, restore dignity, and
contribute to the health and
hygiene which comes from
wearing clean clothes.

For hundreds of families
in Georgetown, Laundry
Love offers some financial
relief, sofamilies don’t have
to make some tough deci-
sions. Fill up the gas tank
or do laundry Buy grocer-
ies or do laundry. Pay the
electric bill or do laundry.

About 10,000 pounds of
laundry is washed every
month. The days of wash-
ing clothes with four quar-
ters are long gone. To wash
and dry one large load of
laundry costs $7.50.

Laundry Love hosts
events on the second Tues-
day of each month at Mr.
Laundry, 203 Thousand
Oaks, Georgetown from

48 pm. and on the last
Thursday of each month
at Washatopia, 1910 South
Austin Avenue, George-
town.

Laundry Love spends
$1,200 a month at the
Jaundromats to nurture
the human spirit of our
neighbors. Women Helping
Others donated $500 to the
cause in May,

Anne Marshall is a member
of Woman Helping Others, a
Georgetown-based club that
works to help area nonprofit
organizations.




WHO supports Christ Child
Society with donations

I

i | othing is
ever too
much to
do for a

‘child,”

Mary Virginia

Merrick, founder

of the Christ Child

Society, said in 1887.

Today the movement that Mary
Virginia Merrick began over 125
years ago has become a federation
of 44 chapters with a membership
of over 6,000 volunteers, organized
to meet the contemporary needs of
America’s neediest families.

The Christ Child Society of Tex-
as, Capital Area, Inc,, is a 501(c)3
nonprofit organization open to
members of all faiths. The motive
and spirit is a love for the Christ
Child, expressed in fellowship and
service to owr community’s youth
who are most in need of spiritual,
physical, emotional, or econom-
ic support, regardless of race or

WOMEN
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Nationwide, all Christ Child
chapters have a common service
project of providing layettes to
mothers of newborns in need. In
addition, each chapter responds
to the unique needs within its own
community, Capital Area mem-
bers provide bereavement gowns,
hygiene packets for disadvantaged
elementary students and for home-
less middle school and high school
students, and caps and gloves to el-
ementary school students in need.

At the Women Helping Others
June meeting, Meg Beasley, pres-
ident of the local Christ Child
Society of Texas chapter, showed
the members of WHO some of the
beautiful handmade items made by
the volunteers.

The generosity of the WHO
membership showed. The WHO la-

Anne Marshall

Meg Beasley, president of The Christ Child Society of Texas, Capital

| J AN \

Area, Inc., receives a donation of $500 from WHO Vice President Maria

dies brought enough supplies of
diapers for infants and toiletries
for older children which filled two
automobiles with their donations.
At the meeting, WHO Vice Presi-
dent Maria Tolleson presented a
donation of $500 to the Christ Child
Society of Texas, Capital Area, Inc.

The WHO ladies are at it again
with two new and exciting events
in the works. The first event is
WHO is sponsoring an annual
fundraiser to benefit Sun City and
Georgetown seniors served by
Meals on Wheels of Williamson &
Burnet Counties and Madella Hil-
liard Senior Center in Georgetown.
The fundraiser is open July 20th
through October 26.

The second big fundraiser event

is a Sock Hop currently in the plan-
ning stages, which will take place
on October 1 for the benefit of The
Georgetown Project - The Nest
serving students who are at-risk,
homeless or living in transition
and enrolled/attending a George-
town ISD high school. The Sock
Hop will take the participants back
to the 1950’s with poodle skirts and
polka dots and lots of fun.

More information about these
two events will be forthcoming.

Anne Marshall is a member of
Women Helping Others, a George-
town-hased club that works to help
area nonprofit organizations. Each
month, the group meets to assist and
spotlight the efforts of a lecal non-
profit.



Inspired by Charlie Brown,
nonproﬁt helps local kids in need

he Linus Connec-

tion is a Central

Texas 501(¢c)3 or-

ganization whose

mission is to
make and deliver hand-
made security blankets
for children in crisis sit-
uations in the Central Texas area. Their
blankets go to children in hospital emer-
gency rooms, crisis centers, foster care,
shelters and to any child who is in need
of a little extra security in their lives.

They recently donated over 180 blan-
kets to the students at Robb Elementary
School in Uvalde.

Each blanket comes with a message
to the recipient on a card attached to the
blanket.

“This blanket grew out of the love 1
want to share with you. Thope it will keep
you warm, and befriend you late at night.
I hope you'll come to love it and be com-
forted by its sight. Let this blanket wrap
you in friendship, and cover you in love.
Because this blanket was thinking of you
long before it was even done.”

There are many children out there who
don't have security in their lives. As long

WOMEN
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as there is a hurting child in a hospital,

protective custody or a shelter; The Linus
Connection has a job to do.

Women Helping Others presented a do-
nation of $500 to this wonderful organiza-
tion, More information about this organi-
zation and their volunteer and donation
opportunities may be found on their web-
site at The Linus Connection.org.

WHO helps Meals on Wheels

The Women Helping Others, Meals on
Wheels annual fundraiser benefiting Sun

Stephanle Sabatini, executwe dlrector of The Linus Connectlon accepts a check from
Women Helping Others Vice President Maria Tolleson.

City and Georgetown clients served by
Madella Hilliard Senior Center in George-
town kicked off at the WHO monthly
meeting. The program enables seniors to
remain living independently for aslongas
possible.

Meals are delivered by caring volun-
teers that offer a human connection for
seniors who are often isolated and lone-
ly. These volunteers also provide a daily
wellness check and can alert staff and
caregivers to any concerns they may have.

Some facts - 97 percent of seniors re-
ported making better nutritional choic-
es as a result of the program; 93 percent
report being able to stay in their homes
Jonger; and 94 percent feel more secure
in their homes due to volunteer visits.
Roughlv 80 vercent of Meals on Wheels

clients are women in their late 70s and
early 80s.

There will be a final celebration at Mul-
ligan's in Sun City on October 26 from 57
p.m. Nels Johnson, owner of Mulligan's
will again donate the uses of the restau-
rant and patio for people to come have din-
ner and contribute by donating a $10 cover
charge per person. All contributions for
this evening will go directly to Meals on
Wheels. Executive Director Marco Cruz
and his senior staff will be in attendance.

Anne Marshall is a member of Woman
Helping Others, a Georgetown-based club
that works to help area nonprofit organi-
zations. Each month, the group meets to
assist and spotlight the efforts of a local
nonorofit.



WHO sponsors ‘

NEST
Empowerment
Center fundraiser

suajth is taking the first step
even when you don't see the
whole staircase.
Women Helping Others
were honored to have & pré-

éentation given WOMEN

at their August

meeting about
The NEST Em- HELPING
powerment OTHERS

Center at the
Georgetown Anne Marshall

Project, wWhich e——""""
is a safe haven

after the bell rings that offers
basic needs, counseling, academ-
jc and enrichment support for
GISD high school students who
are homeless, at-risk or living in
transition. -

NEST stands for “Nurturing,
Empowering, Supporting for To-
morrow.”

In November 2011, following
about five years of studying the
issue of homelessness in GISD,
The Georgetown Project opened
The Nest as a drop-in day center
for homeless teens in GISD.

The vision of The Nestisacom-
munity where no child is hungry,
hurt, alone or rejected, and where
all children and youth believe
they are loved, respected and
treated with dignity.

After school, students are trans-
ported by bus to The Nest for re-
sources such as evening meals, a
quiet place for homework, school

Invitation to
the Sock Hop

October 1, 7-10.p.m.
Sun City Ballroom, 2 Texas

Drive
§25 per ticket.

This fundraiser event ben-. .

afitivy Tha Neet Emnnwer- -

T}lis fundraiser event ben-
efiting The Nest Empower-
xpent Center in Georgetown
is a reserved table seating
event with 1950s-1960s music
provided:by aDJ and-a dance
and hula hoop contest. Ad-

™
“~ditional activities will take

place. The fi¢Ket includes

a@';o];ot dog and ice tea
from~Sonic: There wiil be

otpe.r retro treats available at
minimal cost, so please bring
cash. Open to both residents
and non residents, Tickets
may be purchased at www.
_sctexas_.org_'and scroll down
to “Tickets.”

supplies, homework help, job
readiness training, connection to
community resources and other
supportive, therapeutic and en-
richment services provided in a
positive environment by caring
adults.

Community service opportu-
nities are offered weekly during
the calendar school year to GISD
high school students. Thereisa
100 percent graduation rate from
high school with studentswhouse
the The Nest program. The Nest
also offers a surmmer employment
program and The Georgetown
Project recruits Kids for intern
jobs where they are paid a salary.

A member of WHO, Carolyn
Rowland has been volunteering
at The Nest for one year and has
peen teaching an art class for thg

children.
Women Helping Others will be
gponsoring a Sock Hop fundrais-
er/dance —Hop in the Nest —on
October 1. The artwork created by

the students will pe live auctioned
at the event with alp go-
ing to The Nest Empowerment

Center.

Anne Marshall is @ member of
Woman Helping Others, a George-
town-based club that works to help
area nonprofit organizations. Each
month, the group meets to assist
and spotlight the efforts of a local

nonprofit.

—_——
———




WHO supports Friends of the _\SSQE%: QSSQ Q:E Welfare meai

he efforts of able to go beyond
Women Help- EOZMZ basic needs and
ing Others HELPING provide children in
were directed foster care items not
toward the O._._.—mwm covered by the state
Friends of the Wil- or county.
liamson County Child Anne Marshall This year, they
Welfare Board in Sep- have been able to

tember. WHO members learned
about the Friends group and
made a donation to the cause.

Friends of the Williamson
County Child Welfare Board is
an nonprofit organization devot-
ed to helping supply the needs of
Williamson County children in
foster care and their families, as
well as the workers who support
them. As a supporter of the Texas
Council of Child Welfare Boards,
the group’s ultimate goal is to
stop child abuse and protect Tex-
as children.

There are approximately 215
Williamson County children in-
volved in the foster care system.
In conjunction with the Wil-
liamson County Commissioners
Court, the Child Welfare Board
works to ensure children’s basic
needs are met through regular
clothing allowances, medical and
therapeutic interventions, and
other resources that would not
otherwise be available to them.

Through generous donations,
The Friends of the Williamson
County Child Welfare Board are

send several children to summer
camps, provide graduation items
such as caps and gowns, award
college scholarships and provide
ongoing support to young people
in college by providing a monthly
allowance.

The board strives to support
those who care for children in
foster care. Support is provided to
both family members caring for
their relative children as well as
citizens who open up their home
to a foster child. Additionally, they
help relative caregivers working
to become licensed foster or adop-
tive parents.

These workers are on the front
lines — they are the first line of
defense for the children in need.
The organization helps fund ad-
ditional training for workers to
attend specialized workshops and
conferences.

A Rainbow Room is an emer-
gency resource center available
to Child Protective Services case-
workers to help them meet the
critical needs of the children. It
consists of a store-like setting

Board member Jami Nelson, Chairpersen Kim Gibbons and Women Helping Others Vice President Maria
Tolleson.

that allows CPS workers to go
“shopping” for the children and
families on their caseloads.

The room is stocked with hew
items such as clothing, shoes,
toys and games, diapers, formula,
school supplies, backpacks, hy-
giene products and cleaning prod-
ucts. Every item in the Rainbow
Room is donated or purchased
from donations. ‘They have an
Amazon wish list can be found
here: https://a.co/ii7TR4Ta

Community outreach for the
program includes educating the
community on the needs of chil-
dren and child welfare policies,
programs and needs. They en-
courage community and individ-
ual involvement in child welfare.
They work with CPS workers to
identify gaps in children’s ser-
vices and find the resources to fill
them, monitor services to chil-
dren in the commumnity, stimulate
reporting of child abuse and ne-

glectand work for the prevention
of child abuse and neglect.
Children in foster care should
have the same opportunities and
support as other children.

Anne Marshall is a member af
Woman Helping Others, a George-
town-based club that works to help
area nonprofit organizations. Each
month, the group meets to assist
and spotlizht the efforts of a lucal
nonprefit.
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WHO‘raises funds for Opportunities
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beginning with the
Sock Hop fundraiser
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says “no” to feeding
a person in need.
Some other counties
ih Texas that have
this program have
to turn people away
due to inability to
serve all requests at

for The Nest Empow-
erment Center — The Georgetown
Project, which serves students
who are at-risk, homeless or liv-
ing in transition and enrolled and
attending a Georgetown ISD high
school. The event was a great suc-
cess, raising $10,565.

WHO ladies have also been
working hard on the organiza-
tion’s annual fundraiser, which
benefits Sun City and George-
town's senior clients of Opportu-
nities for Williamson and Burnet
Counties,

Opportunities for Williamson
and Burnet Counties is the area’s
official Community Action Agen-
cy. The group administers social
service and economic opportuni-
ty programs, including Meals on
Wheels and Head Start. The pro-

grams and services provided by
the cormmunity services depart-
ment help transition low-income
community members out of pov-
erty through financial assistance,
education and coaching.
What makes Opportunities
special is that the group never

certain times of the year. Itishard
to imagine turning an individual
down for a meal when they are
hungry ’

The local Meals on Wheels pro-
gram for seniors was established
by the 1965 Older American Act,
Nutritional Program, This act
helped seniors remain living
independently for as long as pos-
sible. Income is not a program re-
quirement to be eligible. Seniors
are also welcome to participatefor
short term meals when major re-
covery from surgery is required.
The home deliveries of meals are
made up 40 percent of volunteers
that help with this service,

One great feature of this pro-
gram is that every recipient
recejves a daily wellness check
when the meal is delivered to
their home.

Meals on Wheels prides itself
on not having a waitlist for ser-
vices over the past 10 years.

The three-month fundraiser
ends in October, but so far the
ladies have raised $34,600, plus

matching funds from St. David’s

" Foundation up to $35,000, making

the total $69,600.

The final event of the month
will be held at Mulligans Restau-
rant in Sun City. Nels Johnson,
owner of Mulligans, will again
donate the use of the restaurant
and patio for people to come have
dinner and contribute by donat-
ing a $10 cover charge. Executive
Director Marco Cruz and his se-
nior staff will be in attendance.

Last year there were 800 chil-
dren in the Head Start program
and each child received a book
and a blanket for Christmas. True
story: One day during the Christ-
mas season, when hygiene kits
weré being handed out to families,
a little boy got his and he looked in
the bag and saw that there was a
toothbrush.

He asked, “Does that mean I
don't have to share a toothbrush
anymore?”’

To donate, go to
www.OWBC-tx.org and click

ponate.

Anne Marshall is ¢ member of
Woman Helping Others, a George-
town-based club that works to help
area nonprofit erganizations, Each
month, the group meets to assist
and spotlight the efforts of a local

nonprofit,



Stacy Johnson shares
her nonprofit’s story

“=y==he Women Helping Others ladies had EOZ EN
I avery special speaker at their Novem-
! ber meeting. The group was honored _._ m_.—u_ ZG
| to support the Central Texas Table of Q.—._._ M—ﬂm
Anne Marshall

P

4 Grace and learn about founder Stacy
Johnson’s story.

Established in 2014, Central Texas Table of
Grace was formed by Ms. Johnson, a former
foster child, who recognized the need for a local temporary shelter for
displaced children.

Headquartered in Round Rock, the nonprofit was conceived and orga-
nized to address the social, intellectual and recreational needs of Texas’
displaced youth, and to assist in the successful transition to life in a
positive environment.

The mission is accomplished by addressing the critical need of emer-
gency housing and care for displaced children and youth through local
initiatives and targeted outreach programming.

The organization is dedicated to helping each child reach his or her
individual potential by encouraging wholesome habits such as perse-
verance, focusing on goals and personal responsibility They demon-
strate a passionate commitment to excellence.

In 2021, their mission to help foster youth expanded to include people
who age out of foster care. The Grace365 Supervised Independent Liv-
ing program launched and is one of only three in the Austin area. It is
the only one in Round Rock. . .

Ms. Johnson was a foster kid, but said she tries to refrain from using
that 1abel because it has such a negative connotation.

“The first thing people say when I share that detail of my past is, ‘You
turned out great for being a foster kid,’ ” she said. “I wish we could just
getrid of the label altogether.”

She said she bounced from one home to another from the time she
went into the system at the age of 2 until she turned 13. At that point,
she asked her social worker if she could be placed in a group home.
Despite the social worker describing a group home as feeling like a jail,

cha mada flas s asre .
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“She made the iiiove.
“I knew that if I went into a staff-run facility, I would be able to stay
there as long as I followed the rules and did what I was told,” she said.
“In my experience in foster homes, it was just too easy to get replaced
if the foster family had a life event that affected their ability to care for
extra children.”

At the group home, she said there were a lot of rules. Residents were
required to attend mandatory therapy sessions daily and had little or
no contact with the outside world. However, there were people there to
help her. .

She had made it a personal goal to get legally emancipated, and ﬁ.&
the help of staff she achieved that and went off to live on her own at

16.
mmmH expressed this [goal] to the group home therapist and he believed
in me,” she said. “T attribiite the achievement of my first major life goal
to a few defining moments. m

The first was meeting that group home therapist who believed inme
and taught me so much.”

“A chieving a monumental goal despite all odds gave so much back to
me that I had lost in the shuffle from home to home. Always an outsider
and never cared for properly, I lost my self-worth. But someone believed
in me, then I believed inme and I achieved what I had set out todo.”

She said through the experience — as well as gleaming inspiration
from the book The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens and support
from Soroptimists — she found herself, her strength and a happy place,
and was able to move into her own apartment.

« want to help create more stories like mine and prevent the all-too-
common story and stereotype of “The Foster Kid, " she said. .

Uoumm%m may be made at the Central Texas Table of Grace website

at ctxtableofgrace.org
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eorgetown is noted for

its “Most Beautiful Town

Sguare,” but what about

b its giving spirit? Holiday

. Meals Delivered, formally

the Georgetown Christmas Day

Program, has been a “giving”

community activity for about 26
years.

In 2022, as in the past, some
members from Women Helping
Others assisted with the pro-
gram. WHO initiated toiletries
drives, promoted cookie baking
and packaging drives, donated
gift cards and provided drivers for
Christmas morning deliveries.

About the program: The late
Joann Ford — Ford Elementary
School was named in her honor
— started what is known today
as Holiday Meals Delivered in
1997 to give seniors in need a hot
Christmas dinner, asmall giftand
other donated items, She solicited
the services of many Georgetown
volunteers.

In these early years, meals were
cooked in various church kitch-
ens. Rusty and Lael Winkstein
from The Monument Café were
volunteers in these kitchens.
In 1999, the Winksteins started
the Community Christmas Din-
ners, where their three
daughters, friends and
café team members
volunteered their time
to cook and serve a no
cost meal to anyone
who showed up to the
café on Christmas Day.
It was their way to
make sure their girls experienced
the joy and honor in serving oth-
ers. They may have moaned and
groaned a little at getting up early
to work at the café, but after the
first year it was solidly part of
their family Christmas tradition.

In 2005, Beth Jenkins asked
them to prepare the meals for the
HMD program. This continued
until Christmas of 2019,

Ms. Jenkins, president of Pi-
lot's Choice Aviation, Inc., and
her dad started as drivers for this
program in 2000, In 2005, she took
over the responsibility to contin-

WOMEN
HELPING
OTHERS

Anne Marshall

The giving spirit of Georgetown

Holiday Meals Delivered organizer Beth Jenkins stands with the Sher-
aton in Georgetown's chef Robert Felios.

ue this program. Under her lead-
ership, it has grown from 50 or so
senior families to serving over 260
families.

As this program has grown,
the philosophy has not changed.
Joann Ford saw a need, carried it
out and today many families ben-
efit from this simple act of caring
and giving.

In 2022, a record 435 families
were served, with 1,500
hot meals prepared.
About 500 children,
their parents and 131
senjors received gifts.
About 300 gallon bags
of toiletries, 500 dozen
cookies and other items
were donated. And 450
volunteers participat-
ed.
In 2020, the Sheraton in George-
town took over the task of prepar-
ing the meals, Chef Robert Felios
has a long history of loving food.
This love for food took him along
a journey for the last 27 years
that he never thought possible to
different cities and states to hotel
chains and different cuisine. One
of the things he most loves about
food is you will never know it all;
just when you think you have it
down something new comes out.

His mother;, Geri Felios, has al-
ways worked in nonprofit organi-

zations. She has such a big heart
for those in need and it rubbed
off on him. When presented with
the opportunity for Sheraton to
cook and help those in need he
couldn’t turn it down. He knows
the need is high during the holi-
days for those that are less fortu-
nate. And what better way than to
reach out and lift people up with
the love of food? This will be the
third year that Sheraton has pre-
pared the meals for Holiday Meals
Delivered, and he hopes that this
opportunity continues for many
years down the road.

Thank you to Georgetown vol-
unteers, people like Beth Jenkins
who help keep the program going,
and businesses and organizations
who donate time, money, items
and kindness to Holiday Meals De-
livered like Monument Café, Blue
Santa, Meals on Wheels, George-
town ISD, The Caring Place, Sher-
aton in Georgetown, H-E-B,IKEA,
The Round Rock Service Center,
Fredrickson Ranch in George-
town and so many others.

We may not have it all together,
but together we have it all! Thank
you Georgetown,

Anne Marshall is a member of
Woman Helping Others, a Sun City
and Georgetown-based club that
works to help area nonprofit orga-
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