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By WICHAEL FREEMAN

Simon can tire a pickiatall
up oS Slmon can
accurately plese the ball
frawn anywhers oo the court.
Simon can Esunch balls foc
moee tham oo hoes with-
our gerting 1l

Simon % u pickleball
machine,

No, serdously Slimun
Lsernlly Is & machine - and
I belongs to the Pickleball
Assoctation of Sun Clre

The cdab of sy 400 mem
bars pesclmend the maching
10 baelp wath peoctice deflls

W feel Stnon will belp
o messdees gt etter sadd
Naney Gradflon, president of
{he Proideball Asscoition of
Sum Clty

The ptabile, battery pow.
el maschime, nicknomed
“Simoe," cn hold up 6o 100
plokdtalls, which rssmble
WaThe 2alls. [t's the coly peck
leballepectiic ball macdins on
the market, costing moce than
£1,200. But cduby mwembeers fised
1's worth the wrvestment.

Fovrteen Sun Cley piekle-
ball playees willl be plioving in
the Natiored Senior Games
In Minnsspols, Minnesota,
this July The ball mosciine
can repestadly fied players
balls o thwry c3n hone thelr
groundseroke, volley atd dink
shot skills.

“You get to work on o
particular shot you've had
troohle with,* sald Clusck
Flanagan, Narth Asstin gock

el ambesssador#T think 3t
poing o be good.”™

Miznobers csin Uss) thve badl
nachilig during weekday
aleryexess with the belp of
WO eQUIPINENE MANAGR A
oot

Plekletall was Invented
in the 1660s in Washingeon,
and s 3 comblnation of
tennis, hadeslivdon sod ping
pong. Pligvrs uss paddies to
w3 ball back and fovth
ACTOSS & INE.

Steries oconflict on how
the sport got its name, some
saying it was named aftar
the spart’s founding family's
dog, othars stativg it refers
10 & bostiog term, Esther
way. it's becoming one of e
more popalar rectwational
Sports i the nation.

“We're a hotbed tn Texas
with pood pickieball play-
ers,” Me. Flanagsn sxid.

In 2010, Sun City club
matmbers won 31 medals
I a state plokledall sour
nament. Sus Cily has six
plekhedall conrts, The club
wis founded in 2008 with the
courts beang baile that year
Maembers pase i skill level
frum noviee 1o advanced.

Residents can Jain the
club through the Sun City
Commwmity Associatson for
$153 yar

Ms. Grafton expacts more
pekleball coures will be
needod in the future, taking
loto account the interest
and the anticlpated numiwe
of new hames In Sun City.

"We're a hotbed
in Texas with good
pickleball players.”"

Chack Flanagan
bbbl it

Paring the summer, the
Sun City Community As-
sociathon offers 2 twoweek
amp foc the grandeh lidnes
of Sumn City rvsidents

Rssidents can also loarn
how 10 play a5 the club puss
on Intodoctocy clinses. it's
an addictive gase as abot
hal of thoss who try it out
wnd s joinang.

The ciub also hosts tunrna-
mants and socials theoughout
the year The next hig ewent
will b Halloween, when
members will wear costames
s chey hit the court,

For people not living &
Sun City, pleiotall |s offeend
ar tha Georgetown Becroation
Cunter, 1002 North Austin Av-
enue. on tire: Sdoor courts
o0 Tossdioy and Thursdays
from 10 . to 2 pam. Foar
oundonr pickletall courts are
als ab the MeMastar Athleis
Camplex, 101 W.L. Walden
Dyive i Georgreeown.

Pickietall grovps g
ot Iy Codeer Park, Austin,
Plugerville. Roand Rock and
EHutto.
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