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Sun City Texas, a Pulte/Del Webb development, is located within the Georgetown, Texas
city limits, 5.5 miles from Interstate 35 on Williams Drive. Sun City Texas is an urban
community with wild land vegetation (juniper, hardwood, and native grasses) in the parks, open
spaces and adjacent properties. When built out, Sun City Texas will have 7,500 homes on 4,100
acres of which approximately 800 acres are common area. As of November 30, 2013, there are
6,615 homes with a Sun City population of 11,241 residents with an estimated population of
over 13,000 at build out. Sun City is presently the largest Home Owners Association as a
Certified Firewise Community in Texas.

The Sun City Texas Community Association (CA) is responsible for the management of
all non-residential property. CA documents define a set of four maintenance levels. Included in
these levels are federally defined protection areas for karst formations (including underground
caves) for endangered species. The CA also owns and maintains three golf courses.

There are two creeks, Berry and Cowan, that have hardwood and cedar trees in the flood
plain. The presence of Ashe Juniper (cedar) trees, an invasive native, posed a fire hazard from
the trees themselves as well as being accumulation points for debris that occurs during periods of
creek floods. The 2010 flooding event deposited a significant amount of debris while adding a
significant amount of fuel that could be a part of any wildfire that occurs. The community had
two heavy concentrations of Ashe Juniper that pose a significant wildfire threat should a wildfire
happen. Applying Firewise principals we removed Ashe junipers and flood debris reducing the
wildfire and flooding hazard.

Sun City has 740 Landscaped Maintained Homes (LMH) managed by the CA. The
lawns, beds, and trees are maintained under a contract with the CA. The CA Staff and the
Landscaped Maintained Homes Committee apply the Firewise Home Ignition Zone principles to
LMH properties.

All other residential properties depend on individual property owners for the
implementation of the Home Ignition Zone principles. Homeowner education is the key to
providing information to community residents concerning the dangers from wildfires and to
encourage the management of defensible spaces around their homes.

The Sun City Texas Firewise Group is a subcommittee of the Sun City Texas Emergency
Management Committee. 

The Firewise Group assigns specific tasks to the following program groups: Education
Program, Home Ignition Zone Assessment Program, Community Wildfire Protection and Re-
certification Process Program, and Firewise Clearing Program. 

The Firewise Group hosts an annual community wide Firewise Town Hall. Presentations
and participation at community events such as special town halls, quarterly New Homeowners
orientation, community events, and clubs and neighborhood meetings provide face-to-face
contact. The monthly CA magazine Sun Rays, the weekly CA Communicator e-mails, and
special e-mail blasts are used to communicate additional information about Firewise and about
high fire danger situations that occur in our continuing periods of severe drought. 

The Firewise Group maintains a trained core team of 50-60 Home Ignition Zone
evaluators to conduct Home Ignition Zone Assessments. These individuals not only conduct
assessments as requested by residents but also become neighborhood sources for Firewise
information. 

The Firewise Group works with the CA, the Property and Grounds Committee, the
Wildlife Management Committee, and the Golf Committee to reduce the potential for wildfires
in the CA owned common areas. The volunteer Firewise Clearing Crew meets weekly (weather
permitting). Working with the CA Landscaping staff, the Firewise Clearing Crew removes small
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item                                                                     number units  value total
Volunteers

Firewise volunteers 1,826 hours $ 39,778
Home Ignition Zone Assessments 49 hours 1,068
Volunteer Clearing Crew 3,191 hours 69,521

Subtotal-Volunteer Contribution 2,999 hours $ 110,367

Landscape Maintained Homes   (740 houses)1 $ 452,050

Community Association
Creek Clearing Crew1 $ 41,776
Contractor Work1 38,500
Staff Work1 37,611

Subtotal-Community Association Contribution $ 156,387

Resident contribution (prorated) houses
Paid to vendor $ 1,482,157
Own care $ 2,989,481

Subtotal-Resident Contribution $ 4,471,638

Total $ 5,129,590
__________________________________
1 Values represent amount spent for Firewise remediation only.

Table 1. The 2013 hours and costs contributed by volunteers, homeowners, and CA.

Ashe junipers and vines in common areas that could become ladder fuels in a wildfire.

2013 Accomplishments

Table 1 contains the volunteer time and Community Association contributions for the
2013 calendar year.

A management approach has been developed to reduce the potential for wildfire and
flood risks.  The primary goal is to maintain a balance between the hazards and the effects on
vegetation while maintaining or enhancing wildlife habitat. Using the CA owned tracked Bobcat
fitted with a forestry mulcher plus a chipper has allowed the crew to clear 8.5 miles of Berry and
Cowan Creeks.

Projects were identified by Firewise leadership who have many years of experience in
land management and the fire service.  During the first half of the year, the Firewise Volunteer
Clearing Crew, supported by the CA staff, assembled weekly to remove small Ashe junipers and
ladder fuel in the common areas.  The Firewise Volunteer Clearing Crew and CA Staff and
equipment have cleared approximately 176 acres.

Sun City Texas Firewise and Firewise publications continue to be distributed in the  New
Homeowners Packets given to each new resident. The publications are also available at all
Firewise presentations and events.

Three articles about Firewise were published in the monthly Sun Rays resident magazine.
Additional information items about Firewise and fire dangers were produced for the weekly CA
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Communicator e-mails. The Firewise USA publication “How to Have a Firewise Home” was
distributed to all residents.

The Sun City Texas Firewise Certification had allowed Sun City Texas to receive a
reduced property insurance premium.  Following a severe hail storm, the reduction is no longer
available.

Partner Groups

Texas A&M Forest Service
This has been an excellent year working with the Texas A&M Forest Service (TFS).  In

February we hosted the Texas Firewise Workshop.  Sun City coordinated the space, meals, and a
tour of what had been done to mitigate the wildfire hazard.  A presentation covering the Sun City
Firewise Group’s organization and activities was provided.  The Firewise Group had their
displays available.

In June, representatives from USAA Insurance visited Sun City.  Sun City, together with
TFS and Georgetown Fire Department representatives, discussed the Sun City Firewise program,
toured selected sites and reviewed many aspects of how USAA could encourage their policy
holders to become Firewise. 

TFS representatives attended the April Home Ignition Zone Assessment Training
allowing them to understand how and why Firewise principles are applied to the Sun City Texas
environment.

Georgetown Fire Department
The Firewise Group partnered with the Georgetown Fire Department (GFD) in the annual

Firewise Community Town Hall, held during the National Fire Prevention Week in October,
2013. GFD presented the 2013 Fire Prevention Week topic “Kitchen Fires”. Members of the
Department also interacted with residents by exhibiting structure and wildlands gear, other
support equipment, and the Engine and Brush Engine housed in Sun City Texas.  

Sun City Community Association Advisory Committees

Property and Grounds Committee (P&G)
The Firewise Group continues to work with P&G.  We provided an annual review of

progress and proposed activities and provide advice on the management of common areas.  P&G
provides a liaison to the Firewise Group meetings.

Wildlife Management Committee (WMC)
The Firewise Group continues to work with WMC to improve wildlife habitat while

meeting the goal of reducing the wildfire potential.  Removing the Ashe juniper (cedar) has
changed the habits of the deer and turkey populations.  Deer are now using the creeks and golf
courses as travel ways to neighborhoods and the landscape materials.  The turkey population has
increased, possibly, as a result of opening many trees as roosting habitat.  Also, the turkeys use
the yards of many residences as food sources.  WMC provides a liaison to the Firewise Group
meetings.

Sun City Staff
The Firewise Group works with the CA Landscaping Staff by advising on routine
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maintenance situations where a potential wildfire hazard exists.  We also participate in the
walking tours of new neighborhoods prior to the developer turning the common areas over to the
CA.  This process insures the developer has mitigated any wildfire hazards and removed any
debris resulting from construction.

The Firewise Group works with the Water Management Staff by advising on the clearing
and maintenance of all native common areas.  A meeting is often held with the interested
residents adjoining the work area to provide the rationale for the work.  By involving the
residents in the process, modifications can be planned to maintain privacy desires and similar
requests before the work begins.

NFPA’s “Backyard & Beyond” Conference
“Firewise Concepts and Implementation – A Community Perspective” was one of the

Education sessions at the NFPA 2013 “Backyards and Beyond” Wildland Fire Education
Conference held in Salt Lake City, Utah in November. The session highlighted the Sun City 
Texas multi-faceted program with needs for actions concerning wildfire and flooding while
protecting wildlife and adhering to various governmental environmental regulations. 

Activities Within Sun City

Firewise Town Hall
The Annual Firewise Town Hall was held October 9 with Texas A&M Forest Service

and Georgetown Fire Department during National Fire Prevention Week.  Attendance was low
with about 80 people plus the TV live audience over Channel 79.  See Georgetown Fire
Department for more information.

Community Management International Association Meeting
The Firewise Group participated in the Community Management International

Association meeting held in Austin, Texas in April. Over 50 managers from across the USA
were given a presentation about the SCT Firewise program. 

Media Coverage
The Central Texas CBS television affiliate, KEYE-TV, produced a news segment about

the SCT Firewise activities in early July. Video of the clearing the common areas showcased the
work of the staff using the tracked Bobcat with a forestry mulcher, power saws, and a heavy duty
chipper to remove Ashe Juniper trees in order to reduce the wildfire hazards. The station did a
live on-site broadcast for the 5:00 PM news and segments on the 6:00 and 10:00 PM editions.

The Firewise program received newspaper coverage in the Williamson County Sun of the
Texas A&M Forest Service workshop (March), of the SCT Firewise program featuring the
integration of fuel breaks and a ¾ mile walking and nature trail (July), and of the annual
Firewise Town Hall (October).

The CA Communications Department publishes a monthly magazine Sun Rays
distributed to all residents. Information about the SCT Firewise program was included in 6 of the
12 editions this year. The Communications Department also designed and produced a 4x6 inch
information card given to residents to encourage participation in the Home Ignition Zone
Assessment program.
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New Homeowners Orientation
The SCT Community Association conducts a quarterly New Homeowners Orientation to

acquaint the newcomers to the many activities offered in Sun City Texas. The Firewise Group
participates in activities held at the orientation providing information about wildfires and the
hazards that a resident might experience. Residents are given information about using
appropriate landscape plants and continued landscape maintenance to reduce hazards. They are
also given the opportunity to request a free Home Ignition Zone Assessment on their home.

Sun City News and Views Program
Sun City has a local TV channel for those residents using Suddenlink Communications. 

Sun City volunteers have developed a local program News and Views that airs each Monday and
Tuesday, 11 AM, 2 PM, 6 PM, and 8 PM.  Features are recorded in advance.  The Firewise
Group recorded a 10 minute feature in June for use in July.  It covered Firewise principles and
how the Firewise Group works with residents to reduce the potential for embers from wildfires
or house fires from igniting houses.

Mockingbird Trail
This project is a continuation of a developer program to add amenities to the community. 

It began in 2012 with the developer identifying an area to add a walking trail in an area with a
heavy invasion of Ashe juniper.  The trail route was identified and flagged in 2012 and
construction began in the fall.  The completed trail was opened in January 2013.  The trail uses
two of the fuel breaks were developed creating serene areas over 50 feet wide with benches
under large live oak trees.  The area also contains three protected endangered species caves not
included on the trail.

Training Program
Home Ignition Zone Assessment The Firewise Group held two training sessions.  The

April 3 session included 4 new evaluators, 10 evaluators for a refresher, and 3 individuals from
Overlook Estates Certified Firewise Community.  The October 30 session included 4 new
evaluators, 9 evaluators for a refresh, 3 CA Staff members, and 5 individuals from TCB
Landscaping, a CA contractor.

Landscape Companies Training The Firewise Group held the annual landscape training
session on January 14.  The session included 5 companies with 11 individuals plus 1 Texas
A&M Forest Service Wildland Urban Interface Specialist.

2014 Plans

• Develop recertification materials for 2014.

• Distribute Firewise information to residents.

• Conduct the annual Firewise Town Hall.

• Continue training for the Home Ignition Zone Assessment Program.

• Conduct a landscape service contractor training session.
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• Provide Firewise information at neighborhood, clubs, and community wide gatherings.

• Continue working with the CA Property and Grounds and Wildlife Management
Committees integrating Firewise practices into the management of all CA common areas.

• Continue working with the CA Golf Committee and the Golf Courses managers to
integrate Firewise practices in golf course management.

• Consider National Wildfire Community Preparedness Day, May 3, 2014 activities.

• Consider promoting National Fire Protection Week with Georgetown Fire Department.
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Ashe juniper is an invasive native tree.  The
Firewise Volunteer Clearing Crew removes
them using hand tools.

The postcard developed to promote the Home
Ignition Zone Assesment.

Representatives of the USAA Insurance
Company visited to learn from Sun City Texas’
experience with Firewise.

Dan Dodson presented a program at the 2013
Backyards and Beyond Conference in Salt Lake
City.

Some Views of Sun City
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The Texas Firewsie Workshop was held in the
Worship Place.

Paul Ohlenbusch discussed the vegetation
response after removal of the Ashe juniper.

Charles Moore explained the operation of the
forestry mulch used for clearing.

Carlton Mathis explained the Ashe juniper
clearing program.

Catrin Dubois discussed the Firewise Volunteer
Clearing Crew Program with workshop
members.

Dan Dodson explained how Mockingbird Trail
uses fuel breaks while reducing the risk of
wildifres.

Texas Firewise Workshop
February 26-27, 2013
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Appendix B Media Material

February 13 Texas A&M Forest Service news release for Firewise workshop planned in
Georgetown

March 10 Williamson County Sun article Preventing Disaster

April issue Sun Rays Let's Communicate! 

May issue Sun Rays Board Member Views

Sun Rays Let's Communicate!

July 21 Williamson County Sun article Firewise Committee strives to protect Sun
City

September issue Sun Rays Let's Communicate!

October issue Sun Rays October Tips for a Beautiful Water Wise Landscape
Sun Rays October Yard of the Month (Firewise Volunteer’s home)
Run Rays Come to the Firewise Town Hall
Williamson County Sun article Protect homes with fire safety 

November issue Sun Rays Board Member Views

December issue Sun Rays Let's Communicate!
Sun Rays Board Member Views
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Feb.13, 2013

Firewise workshop planned in Georgetown

GEORGETOWN, Texas - Fire personnel, community planners and residents who want to protect their
homes from wildfire are invited to a Texas Firewise workshop later this month.
"Firewise" is a national concept that empowers communities to do simple things like clear overgrown
vegetation from around their homes to protect against wildfire threats.

To become Firewise, communities must obtain a wildfire risk assessment, create an action plan for how
they will reduce their risks, conduct a community education event and complete a community project that
decreases the threat of wildfire. Fifty-seven communities across the state have received the Firewise
designation, proving they are committed to taking proactive actions toward preventing wildfires in their
area.

The workshop is set for Feb. 26-27 at the Sun City Worship Place Conference Hall, 811 Sun City
Blvd., Georgetown, with registration starting at 7:45 a.m. on the first day. The second day is an
opportunity for participants to tour Firewise communities from 9 a.m. to noon. It costs $40 to
attend and lunch is included on Feb. 26.
Two educational tracks are planned: One for current and prospective Firewise Community
representatives and community planners; another for fire departments, emergency management
coordinators and Community Emergency Response Teams.
"This workshop offers a great lineup of speakers from local fire chiefs to leaders in established Firewise
communities," said Patrick Allen, Firewise liaison with Texas A&M Forest Service. "If you have any
questions about Firewise and how it can work in your community, district, region or business, we
encourage you to join us for this exciting opportunity."

Register online or contact Patrick Allen for more information. To learn more about becoming Firewise,
visit texasfirewise.org .

Contacts:
Patrick Allen, Firewise Communities Liaison
(979) 204-9648, pallen@tfs.tamu.edu

April Saginor, Communications Specialist
(979) 458-6619, asaginor@tfs.tamu.edu

To subscribe to TFS News please go to http://tfsweb.tamu.edu/subscribe. To unsubscribe from this mailing list, please send an
email to this address: TFS-INCIDENT-NEWS-SIGNOFF-REQUEST@LISTSERV.TAMU.EDU Nothing is required in the body of the
message. You will receive a confirmation email that you have been removed.
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Sun City Texas Community Association Firewise Group
2013 Firewise Credits
as of December 1, 2013

totals total
item number units value
Volunteers

Firewise volunteers 1,832 hours $ 39,908
Home Ignition Zone 49 number $ 1,068
Volunteer Clearing Crew 3,191 hours $ 69,521

Subtotal Volunteer input $ 110,497

Landscape Maintained Homes $ 904,099 dollars $ 452,050

Community Association
Creek Clearing Crew $ 83,552 dollars $ 41,776
Contractor Work $ 77,000 dollars $ 38,500
Staff Work $ 37,611 dollars $ 37,611

Subtotal Community Association $ 117,887

Resident contribution (prorated) houses
Paid to vendor 1,125 paid $ 1,482,157
Own care 1,125 hours $ 2,989,481

Subtotal Resident Contribution $ 4,471,638

Total Contribution $ 5,152,072

Community data
Roof tops 6,615 houses
Residents 11,241 people required $ 22,482

difference $ 5,129,590
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Sun City Texas Community Association Firewise Group
2013 Firewise Volunteer Clearing Crew

Date Volunteer activity Hours People Total Hrs value
1/3/13 firewise cutting 8.0 4 32.0 697.28

1/24/13 firewise cutting 22.0 11 242.0 5,273.18
1/31/13 firewise cutting 16.0 8 128.0 2,789.12
2/7/13 firewise cutting 18.0 9 162.0 3,529.98

2/14/13 firewise cutting 14.0 7 98.0 2,135.42
3/7/13 firewise cutting 12.0 6 72.0 1,568.88

3/14/13 firewise cutting 16.0 8 128.0 2,789.12
3/21/13 firewise cutting 12.0 6 72.0 1,568.88
4/11/13 firewise cutting 60.5 19 1,149.5 25,047.61
4/25/13 firewise cutting 54.0 15 810.0 17,649.90
5/21/13 firewise cutting 12.0 6 72.0 1,568.88
5/23/13 firewise cutting 13.0 7 91.0 1,982.89
5/30/13 firewise cutting 10.0 5 50.0 1,089.50
6/6/13 firewise cutting 8.0 4 32.0 697.28

6/13/13 firewise cutting 10.0 5 50.0 1,089.50
1.0 2 2.0 43.58

3,190.5 69,521.00
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